Acknowledgements

This Resource Manual for NGOs on the Right to Health was commissioned from the Commonwealth Medical
Trust (Commat) by the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) and Huridocs in 1999.
Since that time a number of consultations and workshops have been held to assist with its preparation. In
addition, some important developments have taken place in the interpretation of the relevant legally binding
international human rights treaties, most importantly the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights” adoption of a general comment on the right to health in 2000.

From the start, the author of the various drafts of the text has been Judith Asher who has been able to call on
the advice of several most distinguished experts in drawing together in a masterful manner the two very
different disciplines of health and human rights, which are at last beginning to show signs of understanding
each other.

The whole project has been directed by Marianne Haslegrave, Director of Commat, whose extensive
experience and knowledge of issues affecting international health and human rights, especially within the
United Nations System, has been invaluable. Two other members of the Commat team should be mentioned
especially as their most valuable work keeps them in the background for most of the time. They are Richard
Huggard, Commat’s desktop publisher and Webmaster, for whom the impossible is never impossible, and
Sally Johnson, our maid of all work, who has always been prepared to meet our unreasonable demands. The
team was joined for the purpose of research on the manual by two part-time assistants, Camilla Nygren and
Lucy Young, whose efforts were much appreciated.

It would, of course, be impossible to mention by name the large number of consultants, and others, without
whose invaluable assistance, we would never have arrived at completion, in particular the members of our
Advisory Committee, including, Dr Lesley Doyal, Karen Newman, Dr Vivienne Nathanson, and Anne
Sommerville, both of the BMA. We could not possibly miss this opportunity of thanking most warmly Audrey
R Chapman, PhD, Director, Science and Human Rights Programme AAAS, who is so well known for her
pioneering work on the establishment and interpretation of the right to health, for her encouragement and
active involvement in the project. We would also like to acknowledge the contribution of Sage Russell, a
Senior Program Associate in the Directorate for Science and Policy Programs.

We had no right to expect help from members of the UN Human Rights Treaty Monitoring Committees, but
it was given most freely, particularly by Rosalyn Hazelle (CEDAW), Nafsiah Mboi (CRC), Esther Queenie
Mokhuane, also of CRC and Eibe Reidel (CESCR) all of whom showed great interest in the many points we
raised with them from the medical point of view and who were clearly most anxious for a much closer
relationship to be formed between health professionals and those working in the field of human rights. From
our point of view it was essential that we should be aware of what goes on at the sharp end when
governments are examined about their record in meeting obligations imposed by the right to health.

Paul Hunt, who became the first UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health gave us much encouragement
on what at first seemed to be a daunting task, and we were particularly grateful to him for providing the
preface to the Manual. His assistant Judith Bueno de Mesquita was also most helpful to us.

Alarge number of NGOs contributed to and commented on various sections of the text and provided us with
useful examples of violations and potential violations of the Right to Health, as did several individuals
including Alicia Yamin of the Harvard School of Public Health; Dr Peter Hall and Bernie Hamilton, both of
Physicians for Human Rights(UK); Professor Stephen Matlin, now of the Global Forum for Health Research;
Helena Nygren Krug (WHO); George Ulrich (EIUC).

The International Federation of Health and Human Rights Organizations (IFHHRO) provided a most timely
opportunity for an early draft of the Manual to be presented and discussed at its annual conference in 2002
on The Right to Health: Implementation and Monitoring, and we are most grateful to them for undertaking
the funding and printing of the definitive version. We are also most appreciative of the generous support for
the project from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and the UK Department for
International Development (DFID).

Last, but by no means least, our thanks are due to the Research Department at the Danish Institute for Human
Rights, which provided a very pleasant environment in which one phase of the drafting process was carried
out.

John Havard
Chairperson, Commat

ii



