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Article 15

Right to take part in cultural life

202.
Article 47 of the Constitution states that the State shall devise effective programmes for fostering knowledge, culture, literature and arts. The State shall guarantee and copyrights of authors, inventors and discoverers, and, shall encourage and protect scientific research in all fields, publicizing their results for effective use in accordance with the provisions of the law. 

204.
The Government of Afghanistan supports cultural development through the Academy of Sciences established in Kabul, which is an independent research institute within the executive branch of the Government with 180 Afghan researchers. The President of the Academy is appointed by the President of Afghanistan and approved by the National Assembly. In addition to scientific research conducted in universities, the Academy plays a vital role for academic and scientific progress in Afghanistan. The Academy consists of several thematic fields, including three main fields: Social Science, Natural Science, and Islamic Studies. Under the field of Social Science, there are five centres: Centre for Social Sciences; Centre for Language and Literature; International Centre for Pashuto Language; International Centre for Koshani Period, and Centre for Encyclopaedia. Each centre has departments, including ethnography, history, law, journalism, philosophy, and psychology. Within the second pillar, there are four centres: Centre for Chemistry, Biology, and Agriculture; Centre for Geology; Centre for Medical Science; and Centre for Mathematics, Physic, and Technical. The third pillar includes: Centre for Law and Religious Jurisprudence; Centre for Tradition and Interpretation; and Centre for Islamic Culture and Belief. Main activities include not only research and publication of academic productions, but also training young professional researchers and writers, and modernizing sciences in Afghanistan.
Protection of moral and material interests

212.
In Afghanistan publication of certain materials contrary to the principles of the Islamic religion and/or offensive to other religions or jurisdictions and sects are prohibited under the Mass Media Law. Publication of materials leading to dishonouring and defamation of individuals are prohibited, too (art. 31). In case of violations of the aforementioned legal provisions, fines ranging from 10,000 to 34,000 Afghanis are imposed. At the same time, article 41 states that “(p)rinting and publication of text and scientific books of schools and higher educational, research and professional institutions shall not be subject to this law” thus guarantees the freedom of academic research and the publication of such academic research.
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*  In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.
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