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Freedom of scientific research and creative activity

595. In Albania there exists a comprehensive legal framework, one which guarantees the fundamental rights and freedoms in the field of scientific progress and aims at the development, dissemination and application of scientific achievements in favour of the democratic advancement of the country.

596. Many articles of the basic legislation in this field, such as Law No. 7893, dated 22 December 1994, “On science and technological development”, guarantees everyone’s right to contribute to scientific research and technical progress, as well as to enjoy the benefits deriving from the scientific application and its application, including the protection, development and dissemination of scientific progress.

597. In more concrete terms, this law guarantees:

· The right of the freedom of scientific research as guaranteed by law (art. 5);

· Freedom of choosing scientific and development methods by scientific personnel (art. 41);

· The right and purpose of scientific and technological research for harmonious and democratic development of the society, economy and culture (art. 6);

· The right to respect scientific truth and intellectual property (art. 6);

· The right to international scientific and technological cooperation 
(arts. 6 and 25);

· The right to establish private scientific institutions (art. 51) and privatization of scientific and technological development (art. 7);

· The right to make institutions of scientific research autonomous (art. 13);

· The right to association for scientific staff (art. 40);

· The right of scientific employees (junior employees in particular) to be trained and specialized in and out of the country (art. 42);

· The right to recognition, reward and scientific prizes for scientific and technological activity (art. 47);

· The right to information on scientific and technological activity (art. 49) and publication of results (art. 50).

598. It is obvious from the above that these articles of the law reflect and contain best the principles, standards and requirements of a number of international instruments on human rights, and particularly article 15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and article 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on the rights of each person to freely participate in scientific progress and its benefits, as well as on the protection of moral and material interests deriving from each scientific production.  The legal provisions also support the development and dissemination of science, respecting the necessary freedom of scientific research creative activity, as well as the development of international cooperation in the field of science.

599. The Government of Albania and the Ministry of Education and Science, in particular, have undertaken a number of successful measures to promote the dissemination of information on scientific and technological progress.  This includes promotion of national programmes of scientific research, periodic conferences and symposiums, publications and the collection of scientific research, extensive use of information technology at scientific and research institutions, the participation of Albanian scientists in regional and international projects and programmes of scientific research, as well as in forums and other important international research activities for the promotion of Albanian scientific achievements and exchange of updated scientific information, etc.

600. In the meantime, legal and practical measures have been taken for the prevention of the use of scientific and technical achievements for purposes that infringe human rights, including the right to life, health, personal freedom and private life and other similar rights.  There are two trends worth noting:

· Firstly, the application of new information and communication technology is related with two problems:  its application to monitoring communication of particular individuals suspected of committing crimes and the negative impact on human health of antenna networks of mobile communication.  There is a full engagement of legislative and executive institutions to regulate legally and technically these issues;

· Secondly, regarding the achievements of genetic engineering, especially genetically modified organisms, their dissemination and use have an impact on health and environment.  The Parliament and Government are in a process of considering the adoption of relevant legislation in conformity with international standards.

601. With a view to disseminating science and culture, the Government of Albania has established a network of scientific institutions.  This network includes three scientific systems:  the institutional system of the Academy of Sciences, the system of scientific institutions within ministries as well as the system of universities as teaching and scientific institutions.  The overall number of these institutions is 50.

602. Scientific freedom is guaranteed by Law No. 7893, of 22 December 1994, “On science and technical development”, (arts. 5, 6 and 41).

· Article 5 guarantees the freedom of scientific research as guaranteed by law;

· Article 41 guarantees freedom of choice by scientific staff of methods of research and development;

· Article 6 guarantees the right and scope of scientific and technological activities for a harmonious and democratic progress of society, economy and culture; and the right of respecting scientific facts and intellectual property.

603. Freedom to exchange scientific information is guaranteed by Law No. 7893, of 22 December 1994, “On science and technological development”, in its articles 49 and 50.  In more concrete terms, article 49 guarantees the right of the public to be informed on scientific issues and article 50 guarantees the right of dissemination and publication of the results of scientific research.

604. From the constitutional, legal and practical points of view, all conditions are provided and all potential favourable and supportive measures are taken to organize associations of education and scientific employees. 

605. There are more than 100 associations in the field of education and science of different categories, which can be divided into three groups:

· Associations for civil education and human rights (the Specialists of Education Association, the Professors’ and Teachers’ Association, the Albanian Centre for Emigration Studies, the Citizens’ Engagement Association, the Albanian Movement for Peace and Understanding, “Education and Progress” Institute, etc.);

· Professional associations such as:  the Pan‑Albanian League of Historians, Albanian Institute for Balkan Issues, the Economists’ Union, the Pan‑Albanian Association of Psychologists, the Albanian Association of Philosophy, the English Language Professors’ and Teachers’ Association, Association of Interpreters, the respective associations of mathematicians, physicians, biologists, anthropologists, chemists, cardiologists, paediatricians, oncologists, the Doctors’ Order, Albanian Contemporary Music Association, the “Frederick Chopin” Association of Albania, the Mini‑Basket and Beach‑Volley Association, and so on);

· Associations for environmental protection and sustainable development such as Preservation and Protection of Natural Environment Association, Environmental Youth Club “Perla (Pearl)”, the Agro‑Environment Association, the Agrarian Cooperative Union of Albania, the National Association of Cooperatives’ Assistance, the Association for Land Protection, the Association for the Protection and Preservation of Freshwater and Coastal Waters of Albania, the Association of Environmentalist Doctors, the Association for the Protection of Mammals and Poultry, the Scientific Association of Forestry Students, the Association of Cave Explorers, etc.

608. Participation of Albanian scientists in international activities is guaranteed by Law No. 7893, dated 22 December 1994, “On science and technological development”, article 25 of which sanctions the right of international scientific and technological cooperation, not only through projects of regional and international cooperation, but also through bilateral and multilateral intergovernmental agreements in the field of science.










































































































*  The information submitted by Albania in accordance with the guidelines concerning the initial part of reports of States parties is contained in the core document (HRI/CORE/1/Add.124).
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