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368.Pursuant to article 18 of the Disability Prevention and Disabled Persons (Rehabilitation and Social Protection) Act, it is incumbent on the Ministry of Education, its local departments and other State bodies to set in place the necessary conditions for the extra‑curricular education of children with disabilities in order to ensure their comprehensive, harmonious development, socialize them and familiarize them with the worlds of work, science, technology, art and sport.

383.  The Copyright and Related Rights Act of 5 June 1996 regulates the relations arising in the territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan in connection with the creation and use of any scientific, literary or artistic work (copyright), and also performances, phonograms and transmissions by broadcasting or cable-broadcasting organizations (related rights).

399.  Article 51 of the Constitution provides that everyone has freedom of creativity and that the State guarantees the free exercise of literary, artistic, scientific and technical and other forms of creativity.

402.  Under article 19 of the Act, the following actions are permitted without the consent of the author or copyright owner and without payment of royalties, provided the name of the author whose work is being used is cited and the source of the information in question is stated:


(a)
To the extent justified by the purpose of the action, quotation in the original language or in translation for the purposes of science, research, debate, criticism or information of short extracts from lawfully published works, including the reproduction of short extracts from newspaper or magazine articles in the form of a press review;


(b)
To the extent commensurate with the end in view, use in publications, radio or television broadcasts or sound or video recordings of an educational nature of short extracts from lawfully published works;


(c)
Except where such reproduction or public communication are prohibited by the author or other copyright holder, reproduction in newspapers, magazines or other periodicals or public communication of lawfully published articles on current economic, political, social or religious questions or of broadcast works of a similar nature;


(d)
To the extent commensurate with the objective of information, reproduction or communication to the public in reviews of current events by photographic, cinematographic, wireless broadcasting or wire broadcasting means of works seen or heard in the course of such events.  The author shall retain the right to publish such works in compilations;


(e)
Reproduction in newspapers, magazines or other periodicals or communication to the public of political speeches, lectures, addresses, expressions of opinion intended for the public domain and similar works, including statements made in the course of judicial proceedings.  The author shall retain the right to publish such works in compilations;


(f)
Not-for-profit reproduction of lawfully published works in relief and dot print or other special forms for blind people (other than works specially designed for such means of reproduction).

424.  Under article 165 of the Criminal Code it is a criminal offence to make unlawful use of works subject to copyright or related rights, i.e. to publish such works under one’s own name or to usurp authorship of another person’s scientific, literary, artistic or other work, to republish or distribute such work unlawfully or to coerce a person to accept co-authorship of a work, if the action in question occasions significant loss.

428.  The Information, Information Technology and Information Protection Act of 3 April 1998 and the Freedom of Information Act of 19 June 1998 enshrine in law measures guaranteeing the free exchange of, inter alia, scientific, technical and cultural information.

429.  The Voluntary Organizations Act of 10 November 1992 establishes the right of Azerbaijani citizens to form associations on the basis of common interests, including various scientific societies.

435.The organizational infrastructure that has been established in pursuit of the policy of encouraging public participation in cultural life includes the following cultural institutions:


Museums.  Today there are 146 museums in Azerbaijan (not counting 14 conservation areas administered by the Ministry of Culture) and 30 art galleries.  By type, these museums may be categorized as follows:  


Historical and multidisciplinary (local history):

· Literary;

· Fine arts;

· Science and technology;

· Architectural;

· Natural history.


Libraries.  As of 1 January 2001, there were approximately 10,000 libraries in Azerbaijan administered by various institutions and ministries.  Of these, 4,204 are controlled by the Ministry of Culture.  The largest libraries in Azerbaijan are the National Library and the science libraries of the National Academy of Sciences and Baku State University.  Heightened public interest in information in the context of the new economy has boosted the number of people visiting libraries.  User numbers increased by 17 per cent in the period 1997-1999.  Local libraries have gradually turned into cultural centres with a key role in delivering information to the public.  However, the supply of new publications to libraries remains a major problem.  The amount of public money allocated to restocking libraries is paltry and has declined by 86‑89 per cent since 1988.  Accordingly, urgent steps were needed to bring about radical changes in library policy at the national level.  The Libraries Act became law in 1999.  This Act laid down the basic principles of the national library policy and underscored the importance of organizing and managing the work of libraries as a vital sphere of State action.  The Act provides for a periodic increase in allocations from the national budget for the restocking of libraries, as well as for the establishment of a mandatory library deposit scheme for everything published by the various State and private printing houses in the Republic of Azerbaijan.


Theatres.  The Ministry of Culture currently administers 26 State theatres.  By genre, these may be classified as follows:  One operatic and ballet theatre; one musical comedy theatre; 13 drama theatres; one musical drama theatre; one children’s theatre; five puppet theatres; one poetry theatre; and one mime theatre.  The national theatre network has recently been supplemented by new kinds of theatres such as municipal theatres, theatre workshops and private theatres.


Cinemas.  The Cinematography Act includes a provision whereby the State undertakes to protect the national film industry.  Among other provisions, the Act proclaims film-makers’ right to creative freedom and protects their copyright.


Cultural centres and clubs.  Amateur arts are very important.  Clubs and community centres provide forums for amateur artists, and are funded either by the State or by a number of large businesses.  In 1999 there were 3,385 such clubs and similar institutions nationwide.






_1114339995.doc
[image: image1.png]






