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631.
Accordingly, Cameroon has over the years set up a number of relevant institutions, including, most recently, MINRESI, in charge of various research organizations and agencies, whose activities are based on a robust programme of research.
(b) 
Activities launched

632. 
MINRESI organized the first Days for Research Excellence and Innovation in Cameroon (JERSIC) and has created provincial research centres to disseminate research results at province level
. A number of poverty reduction initiatives targeting the rural population have included the dissemination results obtained by research organizations and institutes.

Organization of the first JERSIC in 2007

633.
The first JERSIC held in Yaoundé on 3-5 October 2007 were the most important research-related occurrence in that year. The organization of this open house event was justified by the general public's unawareness of advances in scientific research. Other research and related dissemination programmes supplemented the event.

634.
The event's philosophy and basic lines of action were outlined. The main objective was to make research results accessible to the general public, which, rightly or wrongly, had always believed that any research findings stay in the laboratories. In order to motivate Cameroonian researchers, the President of the Republic offered a special CFAF 20 million prize
 for the foremost researcher, designated on the basis of predefined criteria. The award contributed to the success of JERSIC 2007. The winner was Doctor Charles The, who had identified corn varieties adaptable to all of the country's ecosystems. As a result of his research, corn may be sown and harvested within 80 days.
648. 
IMPM established a health-research ethics committee whose main task is to evaluate independently, before and during implementation, the compliance of all research projects involving human subjects with ethical standards. This procedure was decided shortly after the TENOFOVIR tests, conducted in a disorderly manner on prostitutes in Douala as part 

of experimental immunization against HIV/AIDS. The committee ensures that research projects abide by the following principles:

· All-round respect for the person, particularly through the protection of vulnerable groups (inter alia, illiterates, the poor, women and children);

· Usefulness of research at the individual and community levels;

· Special protection measures for vulnerable groups.







	*	In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.


	**	Annexes are available for consultation from the secretariat.


	�	The construction of three research centres at Ebolowa, Maroua and Douala is scheduled for 2008.


	�	Approximately € 30,769.23.
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