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Scientific matters 

940.
Steps were taken during the period under review to ensure the implementation of scientific programmes for the benefit of Colombians. In November 2005 the National Science and Technology Council approved the National Policy on the Acquisition of Science and Technology by Society as one of the strategies of the National Development Plan 2002-2006: Towards a State for the Community. The purpose of this document to summon and mobilize Colombian society to create a national atmosphere of interest in and commitment to science and technology as a “strategy for the future”,
 in order to tackle the problem of limited access to information and the restrictions on public participation in decision-making on science and technology. 

941.
In addition, the National Government, working through the Colombian Development Institute for Science and Technology (COLCIENCIAS) has sought: (i) to build the capacity for science, technology and innovation which Colombia’s society, groups and regions require; (ii) to promote the expansion of scientific knowledge and the development of the technology and innovations needed to secure the advance of the regions, the welfare of their inhabitants, and the progress of the Nation; and (iii) to encourage an receptive attitude towards knowledge on the part of society. 

943.
Invitations have also been issued for the proposal of projects for the establishment of a “knowledge dialogue” to encourage the academic and other communities to learn from each other, in particular with respect to the traditional knowledge of indigenous, black, peasant and village communities.  The first invitation of this kind, in 2005, led to the funding of 10 projects, in an amount of roughly 500 million pesos. 

947.
Efforts have also been made to disseminate the knowledge obtained from this research to the scientific communities by means of public events and publications. Furthermore, free access to the knowledge produced from the research funded by COLCIENCIAS may be obtained by visiting its documentation centre.
948.
The measures taken in recent years by representatives of the scientific community and by the National Government to increase the attention given to scientific and technological activities in public policies and in society at large have produced positive results. However, these measures are still regarded as insufficient in terms of giving a great boost to the so-called “information society”. Accordingly, COLCIENCIAS has proposed the following action: 

(a) Formulating and implementing programmes to publicize and raise the profile of Colombian science and technology in the mass media and by producing more publications on this subject, promoting the publication of science and technology reports in the regional and national press, and producing and broadcasting television programmes on science and technology, as well as “Science for All” programmes on community radio; 

(b) Encouraging civic participation and public awareness of science and technology by creating spaces for people to debate these matters in 10 departments and by means of National Science, Technology and Innovation Week and the proposed “See Science” scientific film and video festival; 

(c) Providing support for regional science centres in medium-sized towns: (in one region of the country) the Maloka Life Museum; the Maloka Universe Museum; the invitation to tender for interactive centres; and “Maloka Viajera”; 

(d) Implementing programmes and projects to foster a scientific culture based on the interests and needs of society: science tourism and establishment of a science-tour circuit in two regions of the country; 

(e) Promoting training for science facilitators by supporting programmes on the communication of science to the public and appointing a peripatetic specialist in this subject. 

































































































































































































































































































* In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not formally edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.


** Annexes may be consulted in the files of the Secretariat.


GE.09-40252   (EXT)


�  “Strategy for the future” means guaranteeing increased national wealth and the generation, communication, discussion and use of scientific and technological knowledge to help to improve the quality of everyday life and democratic life, as well as exploring and presenting alternative solutions to Colombia’s conflicts on the basis of valid knowledge. This is possible only if the institutions constituting the political, economic, social and cultural fabric of Colombian society commit themselves to the cause of science, technology and innovation.
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