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[6 August 2007]
Article 15 of the Covenant

542.
The Government established the Research Promotion Foundation with the aim to create the necessary mechanism for promoting research activities in Cyprus.

543.
The main activities of the Research Promotion Foundation fall into two broad categories: that of the launching of National Programmes/Schemes for the funding of applied research projects and that of the coordination of activities relating to the participation of Cyprus in European Programmes and international organisations in the areas of research and technology.

544.
In general, the Research Promotion Foundation’s Programmes aim at:


(a)
Encouraging the implementation of projects, mainly on applied research;


(b)
Upgrading the research infrastructure in Cyprus;


(c)
Activating the human research resources of Cyprus;


(d)
Creating networks of collaboration between Cypriot researchers and their European counterparts;


(e)
Creating research culture, especially among the younger population;


(f)
Supporting the understanding, adjustment and participation of Cypriot researchers in European Programmes.
548.
Furthermore, Cyprus as a member State of the EU has accepted the obligation to transpose and implement the relevant European Environmental legislation. The Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environment through the Environment Service is responsible to secure the implementation of the environmental policy of the Government.

 (b)
Measures taken to promote the diffusion of information on scientific progress;
551.
It is compulsory for the Research Promotion Foundation to include in its programmes and project’s consortium an “end-user”, that is an organisation, enterprise, Government department, NGO etc. who would use the research results, in order to ensure the utilisation of the new generated knowledge. In addition, the Foundation organizes events and disseminates information for the wider public on research results, and their importance for the improvement of the quality of life.

552.
As regards the latest scientific progress on agricultural practices, the provision of information, technical advice as well as training is carried out by the Department of Agriculture of the Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources and the Environment. In order to achieve this, the Department of Agriculture cooperates closely with the Agricultural Research Institute, which is responsible for undertaking agricultural research. Communication through the media, group methods, personal contacts, and lectures at the Agricultural Training Centres are used intensively by the Department of Agriculture. The Agricultural Extension Service of the Department of Agriculture has as a primary objective to advise, inform and train the rural population in new and improved farming techniques and methods. The Agricultural Extension Service consists of the Extension Section at headquarters and the six District Agricultural Offices.

553.
At the same time, the Department of Agriculture implements development programmes and projects which aim, inter alia, at the encouragement and promotion of farm technological improvements. In addition, the specialized sections of the Department of Agriculture are in close 

cooperation with the District Agricultural Offices in order to ensure the successful implementation of the development programmes and projects. The most important of these programmes and projects which are under implementation are listed below:


(a)
Planning and Installation of Improved Irrigation Systems;


(b)
Encouragement of Forage Cultivation and Hay Making;


(c)
Soil Surveys and Plant Nutrition;


(d)
Improvement and Encouragement of New Plant Varieties;


(e)
Project for the Certification of Plant Propagating Stock;


(f)
New Methods for Pest Control;


(g)
Production of Certified Seeds;


(h)
Encouragement of Horticulture and Floriculture;


(i)
Genetic Improvement of Animal Production;


(j)
Integrated Livestock Development Projects;


(k)
Reuse of treated effluent in Agriculture.

(c)
Measures taken to prevent the use of scientific and technical progress for purposes which are contrary to the enjoyment of all human rights, including the rights to life, health, personal freedom, privacy and the like;
554.
It is noted that the Research Promotion Foundation funds projects which receive the prior approval of the National Ethics Committee.

(d)
Any restrictions which are placed upon the exercise of this right, with details of the legal provisions prescribing such restrictions;
555.
Not applicable.

3.
Please describe the legislative and other measures taken to realize the right of everyone to benefit from the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from any scientific, literary or artistic work of which he or she is the author. In particular, supply information on the practical measures aimed at the full implementation of this right, including provision of the necessary conditions for scientific, literary and artistic activities, and the protection of intellectual property rights resulting from such activities. What difficulties have affected the degree of realization of this right?

556.
The principal laws and regulations concerning the protection of moral and material interests of authors are the following:


(a)
The Copyright Law (L. 59/1976, as amended);


(b)
The Copyright Regulations, 1977 - further amendments;


(c)
Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works 1886, completed at Paris 1896, revised at Berlin 1908, completed at Berne 1914, revised at Rome 1928, revised at Brussels 1948 and revised at Stockholm 1967 and at Paris 1971 (Berne Union), 14 July 1967 (ratified by L. 86/1979);


(d)
The Patents Law (L. 16(I)/1998, as amended);


(e)
The Patents (Fees and Charges) Regulations, 1999 - further amendments;


(f)
International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations (Rome Convention, 1961), 26 October 1961 (ratified by L. 37(III)/2004);


(g)
WIPO Performances and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT) Geneva, 20 December 1996 (ratified by L. 14(III)/1999);


(h)
WIPO Copyright Treaty, Geneva, 20 December 1996 (ratified by L. 23(III)/2002);


(i)
Patent Co-operation Treaty, amended in 1979 and modified in 1984 (PCT) Union (ratified by L. 27(III)/1997);


(j)
Convention on the Grant of European Patents (European Patent Convention), Munish, 5 October 1973 (ratified by L. 26(III)/1997);


(k)
Marrakesh Agreement establishing the World Trade Organisation, with Annexes, Protocol and Final Act, Marrakesh, 15 April 1994 (ratified by L. 16(III)/1995);


(l)
Convention on the Protection of Producers of Phonograms Against Unauthorized Duplication of Their Phonograms (Phonograms Convention) Geneva, 29 October 1971 (ratified by L. 21(III)/1992);


(m)
Universal Copyright Convention, with Protocols, as revised at Paris, 24 July 1971 (ratified by L. 151/1990) and the;


(n)
Nairobi Treaty on the Protection of the Olympic Symbol, Nairobi, 26 September 1981 (ratified by L. 9/1985).

557.
See Appendix E, which gives a brief description of the copyright law and the patents laws.

558.
The Cyprus ISBN Centre started its function in 1983, thus facilitating the identification of the original work and its publication date.

559.
The Research Promotion Foundation collaborates with the Department of Registrar and Official Receiver (Ministry of Commerce, Industry and Tourism) which is the competent authority in Cyprus for keeping the register of Patents, Trade Marks and Industrial Designs and provides information to all researchers regarding the protection of Intellectual Property Rights.

4.
What steps has your Government taken for the conservation, development and diffusion of science and culture? Please describe in particular:

(a)
Measures at the constitutional level, within the national educational system and by means of the communications media;
560.
Refer to previous report, para. 422.

(b)
All other practical steps taken to promote such conservation, development and diffusion;
561.
The Cyprus Research Center (CRC) originally founded in 1962,
 since 1965 has functioned as a department of the Ministry of Education and Culture (Law 62/1966). It aims at enabling both Cypriot and overseas scholars to study systematically the history, archaeology, language and folklore of Cyprus. It employs a full-time research staff of one director and six permanent researchers, as well as outside collaborators, who undertake both short - and long - term research projects. The conclusions of the short-term projects are published in the Cyprus Research Center’s annual review, the Epeterida, while the conclusions of the long-term projects are published in book form in the Center’s two series of publications: Texts and Studies in the History of Cyprus and Publications of the Cyprus Research Centre.

562.
Its aims and objectives include the following:


(a)
The undertaking of research on Cypriot subjects by both Cypriot and overseas researchers on a systematic basis. Research programmes connected with the most fundamental aspects of Cypriot studies, that is on the history, folklore, linguistics, literature, ethnography and sociology of Cyprus are implemented at the C.R.C. within a broader historical and geographical context;


(b)
The organization, undertaking and conduct of research in any other branch as required by current national imperatives;


(c)
The publication and dissemination of the conclusions of the research conducted;


(d)
The promotion of scholarly research in Cyprus and of research cooperation with other countries.

563.
The realization of the above objectives is sought by the following means:


(a)
By utilizing the existing permanent research staff, the secondary school teachers on secondment and outside scholars;


(b)
By the organization and constitution of research archives and of a library specializing in Cypriot studies. At the C.R.C. to-date a Historical Archive, a Folklore Archive, an Oral Tradition Archive and a Veterans’ Archive have been constituted;


(c)
By organizing research missions both within and outside Cyprus;


(d)
By organizing academic conferences in Cyprus, or by the participation of scholars representing the C.R.C. in international conferences abroad;


(e)
Through the promotion of able Cypriot researchers and scholars and through guiding and coordinating their academic research.

564.
At the (CRC), Archives have been set up for research purposes as well as for the conservation and the preservation of original Cyprus archive material. This material has been concentrated in an exemplary and scholarly manner by organized missions at home, by purchases or donations and by missions to overseas archives, universities and libraries.

565.
The CRC in cooperation with the Library of the University of Cyprus and in the context of a research programme for updating the way the Archives are administered, has completed the setting up of a unified data base and has concentrated the whole of the archive material (Folklore Archive, Oral Tradition Archive, Veteran’s Archive) into an electronic library and a digital library.

566.
After the ratification of Convention of UNESCO on the Protection of Intangible Cultural Heritage by the Government, the CRC, which is the Authority responsible for implementing the Convention, takes all the necessary measures for carrying out the aims and objectives of the Convention. These are- finding, recording, preserving and promoting the material of the Intangible Cultural Heritage, as well as protecting cultural diversity and promoting international cooperation and exchange of information between UNESCO state members.

567.
A library was set up on a systematic basis in the fields of linguistics, Folklore, Ethnography, Literature, History and Culture. This library has books on Cyprus studies (Sources of Cyprus history) on general history (classical, medieval, Byzantine, modern history of Greece, Cyprus and other countries). There are also books on linguistics, folklore, archaeology, literature, philosophy, sociology, religion, dictionaries, periodical publications, annual reviews (Greek and Foreign), reference works, old newspapers, publications on the Turkish occupied towns and villages, and all the publications of the CRC (Annual Reviews and Monographs).

568.
The CRC has both short and long-term research programmes which are assigned to its permanent research staff. Long-term research programmes can also be assigned to outside scholars. The conclusions of short-term research programmes are published in the Epeteris (Annual Review) of the C.R.C., while those of long-term programmes are published independently in one of the following series: Texts and Studies in the History of Cyprus and Publications of the Cyprus Research Centre. The publications of the Cyprus Research Centre are brought out in the above series, either in Greek or in the main European languages (English, French, German, Italian and Spanish) and include a broad range of scholarly works, such as the C.R.C. Annual Review, scholarly monographs, translations, publications of documents and historical sources and the publication of academic conference proceedings.

5.
Please describe the legal, administrative and judicial system designed to respect and protect the freedom indispensable for scientific research and creative activity, in particular:

(a)
Measures designed to promote enjoyment of this freedom, including the creation of all necessary conditions and facilities for scientific research and creative activity;
569.
The Research Promoting Foundation (refer to answer to question 2(a) above) since 2003, has accommodated all its funding schemes in a single, well planned, three-year Programme, which aims at facing the emerging needs, including the enhancement of research activities in enterprises, the upgrading of research infrastructures, the support of young researchers and the creation of research culture. This Framework Programme offers a wider range of opportunities to the research community of Cyprus, thus satisfying specific needs and demands (e.g. academics, SMEs, research infrastructure) and at the same time offering the opportunity for better planning of the Foundation’s activities.

570.
For the period 2003-2006 the Foundation received 2000 proposals and supported 500 research projects and 200 support actions of a total budget amounting to 68 million euro. The Foundation’s financial contribution reached 47 million euro (40% for foreign partners).

571.
Moreover, the Foundation provides active support and assistance to Cypriot institutions in their efforts to participate successfully in European Programmes and Organisations, such as the European Union’s Framework Programme, the Competitiveness and Innovation Programme, COST, EUREKA, JRC, INTAS and the European Science Foundation.

572.
Special emphasis has been put on the promotion of the participation of Cypriot scientists in the Framework Programmes of the European Union for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration Activities. Cyprus participated fully in a Framework Programme in 1999 (during the Fifth Framework Programme) and it is currently promoting the Seventh Framework Programme (2007-2013). The Research Promotion Foundation is responsible for the dissemination of information relating to the Framework Programmes and has taken several steps in order to encourage and facilitate the participation of Cypriot researchers in the Programme, such as the setting up, co-ordination and support (in financial terms) of the network of National Contact Points (NCPs) and Representatives of Cyprus in the various Programme Committees, the organisation of information days and the provision of assistance to the researchers preparing proposals.

573.
Moreover, the Bilateral Agreements on Research and Development signed by the Government are regarded as the mechanism for promoting the networking of Cypriot researchers with their European and Middle Eastern counterparts. The Foundation is responsible for the implementation of these Agreements.

574.
At the same time, measures such as the establishment of a second University in Cyprus, the fast expansion of the tertiary education sector, the increase of research activities undertaken by a number of research institutes, the establishment of the Cyprus Institute in collaboration with MIT 

and the Cyprus International Institute in collaboration with Harvard University and the introduction of supporting policies and fiscal and other measures will, contribute substantially towards the goal of further promoting research activities in the country.

(b)
Measures taken to guarantee the freedom of exchange of scientific, technical and cultural information, views and experience between scientists, writers, creative workers, artists and other creative individuals and their respective institutions;
575.
As mentioned in answer to question 2(a) and 5(a) above, the Research Promotion Foundation promotes and facilitates the exchange of information between researchers. In particular, in each of the Foundation’s funded projects a consortium of at least different institutions must collaborate for its implementation. Dissemination of research results is also compulsory and is considered as an eligible expense by the Foundation. The Foundation is responsible for the implementation of Bilateral Agreements or Protocols on Research and Development signed by the Government. These Protocols are regarded as the mechanism for promoting the networking and exchange of knowledge and expertise of Cypriot researchers with their European and Middle Eastern counterparts. So far, the Government of the Republic of Cyprus has signed Protocols of Cooperation on Research and Development with Greece, France, Slovenia, Egypt, Italy and Romania, whereas a number of other Protocols of Cooperation are under consideration.

576.
Through a number of European Programmes such as COST and the European Science Foundation administered by the Foundation, the exchange of scientific knowledge is supported.

577.
At the CRC (refer to answer to question 4(b) above) a great number of research programs are carried out by external scholars of various nationalities. These projects enrich the subject matter of the Cyprus studies and use various methodological approaches. These contacts promote the academic cooperation and develop the relations between the CRC and other scientific institutions abroad (Research Centers, Academies, Universities).

578.
The CRC participates in research competitive programs of Cyprus Research Promotion Foundation. These programs offer the possibility in young scientists to work in a research environment, to acquire experiences on issues of contemporary research practices and management of research plans while at the same time it enriches its own archives. Also the CRC has set up a network of cooperation with Universities abroad (e.g. University of London - History Department of School of Oriental and African Studies, Warwick University - Sociology Department) and carries out research programs with the content of doctoral theses of young researchers.

(c)
Measures taken to support learned societies, academies of science, professional associations, unions or workers and other organizations and institutions engaged in scientific research and creative activities.
579.
The Research Promotion Foundation organises events in collaboration with Professional Associations (e.g. Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Industrialists and Employers Federation) or disseminates information to specific groups (e.g. SME associations).

What difficulties have affected the degree of realization of this freedom?

580.
The following factors are considered as constraints affecting the expansion of research activities in Cyprus:

· The limited number and unsatisfactory distribution of researchers

· The small size of the Cypriot economy and the enterprises which do not favour the development of industrial research

· The lack of research culture, especially among the private sector which result to the inadequate financial contributions of the private sector

· The rather insufficient research infrastructure

6.
Please describe the legislative and other measures by which your Government encourages and develops international contacts and cooperation in the scientific and cultural fields, including measures taken for:

(a)
The fullest utilization, by all the States concerned, of the facilities afforded by their adherence to regional and international conventions, agreements and other instruments in the scientific and cultural fields;
581.
Refer to answer to question 5 above.

582.
Special emphasis has been put on the promotion of the participation of Cypriot scientists in the Framework Programmes of the European Union for Research and Technological Development, which is the biggest Research Programme worldwide. Cyprus participated fully in a Framework Programme in 1999 (Fifth Framework Programme) and it is currently participating in the Seventh Framework Programme covering the period 2007-2013. The Research Promotion Foundation is responsible for the dissemination of information relating to the Framework Programmes and has taken several steps in order to encourage the participation of Cypriot researchers in the Programme, such as the setting up, co-ordination and support (financial) of the network of National Contact Points (NCPs) and Representatives of Cyprus in the various Programme Committees, the organisation of information days and the provision of assistance to the researchers preparing proposals.

583.
Bilateral Agreements on Research and Development, were signed by the Government and are regarded as the mechanism for promoting the networking of Cypriot researchers with their European and Middle Eastern counterparts. So far, the Government of the Republic of Cyprus has signed Protocols of Cooperation on Research and Development with Greece, France, Slovenia, Egypt, Italy and Romania, whereas the signature of a number of other Protocols of Cooperation is under consideration.

584.
International contacts and cooperation in the scientific and cultural fields are effected through bilateral agreements between Cyprus and various countries. These bilateral agreements concern scientific, cultural and educational matters and provide, inter alia, for:


(a)
Scholarships for educational and training courses in the aforementioned fields;


(b)
The organization of art and book exhibitions and of musical events;


(c)
Educational visits and exchanges with other contracting parties.

(b)
Participation by scientists, writers, artists and other involved in scientific research or creative activity, in international scientific and cultural conferences, seminars, symposiums, etc.

585.
The Research Promotion Foundation has incorporated in its Framework Programme Actions which (a) support the participation of researchers to international Conferences, Seminars and Symposiums and (b) support the organisation of such events in Cyprus.

586.
The Government, encourages and subsidizes the participation of scientists, writers, artists and others in international scientific and cultural events. However, better international cooperation is adversely affected by financial limitations and increased travel costs.

What factors and difficulties have affected the development of international cooperation in these fields?

587.
No difficulties are encountered in promoting international cooperation in science and research.

7.
During the reporting period, have there been any changes in national policies, laws and practices negatively affecting the rights enshrined in article 15? If so, please describe these changes and evaluate their impact.

588.
Not applicable.

8.
In case your Government has recently submitted reports relevant to the situation with respect to the rights contained in article 15 to the United Nations or a specialized agency, you may wish to refer to the relevant parts of those reports rather than repeat the information here.

589.
Not applicable.

9.
Please indicate the role of international assistance in the full realization of the rights enshrined in article 15.

590.
The Government in its effort to pursue the full realization of the rights enshrined in article 15 has taken full advantage of the assistance offered by the international organizations, in the form of training courses, scholarships, experts advice, etc.

 (d)
Refer to Part II, answer under article 8, question 3.
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  *  In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.


**  Annexes are available for consultation from the Secretariat.


�  By the Greek Communal Chamber Law 9/1964.
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