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*  The initial report submitted by the Government of Israel was considered by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at its nineteenth session in 1998 (see E/C.12/1998/SR.31-33 and concluding observations E/C.12/1/Add.27, additional information submitted by the Government of Israel (E/1989/5/Add.14) was considered by the Committee at its twenty-sixth (extraordinary) session in 2001).

The enjoyment of scientific progress

Institutional promotion of research and development

531. The Ministerial Committee for Science and Technology and the Chief Scientists Forum are now headed by the Minister of Science, Culture and Sport.  The implementation of Israel’s research and development policy is divided between three different ministries:  

· Basic research is now under the responsibility of the Ministry of Education.  The general basic research budgeting policy is not decided by the ministry itself, but rather by an independent Council for Higher Education, as reported in Israel’s initial report; 

· Strategic-generic research and development is supervised by the Ministry of Science, Culture and Sport; 

· Applied industrial research and development is under the authority of the Ministry of Industry and Trade, as reported in Israel’s initial report.
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