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The enjoyment of scientific progress



Institutional promotion of research and development

661.
The National Council for Civil Research and Development Law 5762-2002, was enacted on November 19, 2002. According to the Law, a National Council for Civil Research and Development will be created, to serve as an advisory body to the Government and Ministries on issues relating to research and development in the civil sector. The council’s roles include recommending to the Government on a national comprehensive policy, annually and perennially, in the fields of civil research and development, to set priorities in this context, to recommend on development of infrastructures for research and execution of projects in the fields of science and technology, etc.

The Council was established in August 2004, and operates in the fields of energy, technology and engineering, medicine and bioscience, and computer science. The council cooperates with universities, research centers, industrial centers, and regional research and development centers. Following an amendment to the Law, issued on December 27, 2007, the National Council for Civil Research and Development will receive its budget from the Ministry of Science, Culture and Sports.



The legal protection given to intellectual property

665.
On November 25, 2007, the Knesset enacted the Copyright Law 5767-2007. The new Law came into force in May 2008, replacing the previous Copyright Law of 1911.

666.
The new Law provides an up-to-date comprehensive framework for the protection of works of copyright, portraying the proper balance between the need to facilitate incentives to creation by giving financial rights concerning the creation itself, and the need to enable the public to use these creations for the promotion of knowledge and culture, all the while preserving the freedom of expression and creation and assuring free and fair competition.

667.
The Law accommodates Israel’s international obligations concerning the protection of intellectual property including those deriving from the Bern Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works, the Agreement on Trade Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) and the International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers, Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations.
	*	In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.
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