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Article 15:
Right to take part in cultural life and to benefit from 
scientific progress and the protection of copyright

519.
The Constitution guarantees the freedoms of expression and creative activity. It prohibits censorship. Everyone is entitled freely to receive and disseminate information by any means not prohibited by law (art. 20, paras. 1 and 2).

544.
Article 3 of the Science Act of 9 July 2001 specifies the following principles as fundamental to State policies for science:


(a)
The integration of science, scientific and technological industrial developments, and education;

(b)
The development of international cooperation on science and science and technology;

(c)
The freedom to disseminate scientific and technological information and to publicize scientific and technological achievements.

545.
The Republic of Kazakhstan, as a member of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), acknowledges and guarantees in its Constitution respect for the intellectual property rights both of Kazakh nationals and of foreigners and stateless persons. This is stated clearly in article 20 of the Constitution, which guarantees the freedoms of expression and creative activity.

546.
Kazakhstan has enacted laws to regulate the protection of intellectual property rights which establish criminal, administrative and civil liability for violating these rights. In 2005 liability in respect of crimes and other offences against intellectual property rights was increased with a view to reducing the level of piracy and improve law-enforcement practices (Intellectual Property Rights (Amendments and Additions to Legislation) Act of 22 November 2005).

548.
In accordance with the Declaration of the Republic of Kazakhstan on International Treaties for the Protection of Industrial Property of 5 February 1993, Kazakhstan has become a fully fledged party to several of the core treaties, agreements and conventions administered by WIPO, including:


(a)
The Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property of 20 March 1883;


(b)
The Madrid Agreement concerning the International Registration of Marks of 14 April 1891;


(c)
The Patent Cooperation Treaty of 19 June 1970 (Washington).

549.
With a view to establishing an effective programme of action for the protection, management and acceptance of intellectual property, on 23 December 2005 the Government adopted Decision No. 1243 approving the Programme for the Development of the Patents System 2007-2011.

550.
The strategy for patents includes core policies for the modernization of the national patents system to render it more efficient by ensuring prompt examination of patent applications, the reliability of the patent documents which are issued, and the reactivation of the country’s patents and licensing system, including the production of a set of measures for achieving this goal.
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  *  Re-issued for technical reasons.


**  In accordance with the information submitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not formally edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.
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