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Article 15 - The right to culture

Paragraph 2 (a)

132. The legislation in force emphasizes the necessity of ensuring the application of scientific progress for the benefit of everyone, particularly in the domains of health, education, industry, agriculture, fishing, animal raising, information and culture.  

Subparagraph (b)

133. The National Information and Documentation Office, the National Office for Scientific Research, the Public Broadcasting Corporation and the National Committee for Science, Education and Culture disseminate information on scientific progress and promote scientific and cultural achievements.  The Internet centres set up throughout the Jamahiriya allow those who are able to use the Internet to communicate with one another electronically.  One hour’s Internet access costs less than one half of a United States dollar.

Subparagraph (c)

134. The Libyan Penal Code prohibits the use of scientific and technical progress for purposes which are contrary to the enjoyment of all human rights, including the rights to life, health, personal freedom and privacy.

Subparagraph (d)

139. Convinced that every individual is entitled to freely choose the knowledge that he or she would like to acquire and to benefit from his or her own creative powers, a special law has been enacted to protect intellectual property rights and prevent all kinds of fraud or abuse to which the authors of original literary, artistic or scientific works of any kind, mode of expression or purpose may fall victim.  In implementation of that law, Decree No. 114 of 1985 was promulgated to introduce rules on creative writing, translation, editing and publication at universities and institutes of higher education.  The Creative Writing, Translation, Editing and Publishing Regulation No. 348 of 1992 established guidelines for the protection of intellectual property rights.  In order to encourage creative endeavour, the National Council for the Promotion of Culture was established to encourage citizens to express themselves in creative ways and develop their talents and to help particularly gifted persons with a view to raising general cultural standards.






*  The initial report submitted by the Government of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (E/1990/5/Add.26) was considered by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at its sixteenth session in 1997 (see E/C.12/1997/SR.20-21; and concluding observations: E/C.12/1/Add.15).


	The information submitted by the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya in accordance with the guidelines concerning the initial part of reports of States parties is contained in the core document (HRI/CORE/1/Add.77).
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