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Article 15 (Right to take part in cultural life and to enjoy
the benefits of scientific progress)

607. Under article 26(1) of the Constitution, "everyone shall have the right to participate in the cultural life of the community, in scientific progress, and in the resulting benefits". 

608.
The above article confirms certain Terms of the Covenant and adopts its spirit by referring to the following rights:

(a)
The right to take part in cultural life

(b)
The right to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress

(c)
The right to protection of scientific, literary and artistic production,

4.
Right to the benefits od scientific progress

(a)
Legislative measures

619.
Since achieving independence, Madagascar has always attributed importance scientific research, whose significance is enshrined in article 26 of the Constitution, worded as follows: "Everyone shall have the right to participate in the cultural life of the community, in scientific progress, and in the resulting benefits."

620.
In order to promote scientific and technical research, the State created through decree No. 63.275 of 15 May 1963 a scientific and technical research commission.

(b)
Institutional infrastructure

621.
MENRS, the body currently responsible for scientific research, has the following functions:

(a)
Producing fundamental knowledge and know-how necessary for the country's economic, social and cultural development;

(b)
Disseminating the above knowledge, through all appropriate means, among the various population groups with a view to the solution of their material problems in a progressive manner;

(c)
Ensuring the best conditions for research and training.

622.
The main responsibility of the Directorate for Scientific Research created in MENRS consists in the promotion of research and scientific progress. The Directorate also ensures the dissemination of research outcomes among such directly concerned users as farmers (interested in improved seeds, young plants and cuttings), fish farmers (interested in tilapia alevins), stock breeders (interested in the vaccination of the country's bovine, ovine, caprine and porcine population) and industrial manufacturers (interested in the treatment of textile factory waste water).

623.
The above Directorate supervises the following ten specialized research centres and institutes:

(a)
National institute for nuclear sinuses and techniques (INSTN): Peaceful use of nuclear techniques;

(b)
National centre for industrial and technological research (CNRIT): Industrial processing and technology;

(c)
National centre for environmental research (CNRE): Environment;

(d)
National centre for rural development research (CENRADERU/ FOFIFA): Agriculture;

(e)
National centre for pharmaceutical research (CNARP): Drug-related studies;

(f)
Malagasy institute for veterinary vaccination (IMVAVET): Veterinary vaccines;

(g)
National centre for oceanographic research (CNRO): Oceanographic studies;

(h)
Scientific and technical information and documentation centre (CIDST): Collection and dissemination of data and information related scientific research;

(i)
Tsimbazaza but panic: zoological park: Preservation of the national flora and fauna.

5.
Restrictions on scientific research

625.
In principle, scientific research is completely free on condition of compliance with the legislation in force. To that effect, a National Ethics Committee for biomedical research involving human beings has been set up in order to ensure the compatibility of research methods and results with defending and respecting human rights.

626.
Moreover, a bill on limiting the use of chemical weapons has been adopted by the Minister and Government Councils and is at the stage of adoption at the parliamentary level.

628.
Scientific research is funded from State budget allocations, with income from the products of research, and with assistance provided by the partners of the various research institutes and centres.

629.
Under article 26 of the Constitution, "the State shall ensure the promotion and protection of the natural cultural heritage and of scientific, literary and artistic production".

635. 
Headquartered in Antananarivo, the Academy operates regional academic centres and comprises the following four sections:

(a)
Arts and language sciences 

(b)
Moral and political sciences

(c)
Fundamental sciences

(d)
Applied sciences.

(c)
Role of information and communication agencies

639.
CIDST, periodic communications by the National Academy, the Bitsik' Ambohitsaina weekly, broadcasts by Radio Fanabeazana (educational productions of the Bureau for Mass Education and Public-spiritedness (OEMC)) and university radio stations, and various university and National Academy bulletins provide information and communication related to scientific research.

650.
Article 1 (1) of act No. 94-036 of 18 September 1995 on literary and artistic property provides as follows: "The author of an intellectual work shall enjoy, with regard to that work, solely on the grounds that he/she created it, an exclusive right to intangible property, binding on all."

a.
OMDA

656.
Established by decree No. 84-389 of 13 November 1984, the Malagasy Copyright Office (OMDA), a public industrial and commercial establishment, is the official body responsible for the protection of all artistic production. Its aims are:

(a)
To have exclusive authority, at home and abroad, to ensure the protection and defence of the tangible and intangible interests of Malagasy and foreign authors or their lawful beneficiaries with regard to the use of scientific, literary and artistic works in accordance with the provisions of the law on literary and artistic property;

(b)
To carry out all appropriate activities and operations for promoting artistic and cultural development, including in relation to literary and artistic property.

668.
Decree No. 68-571 guarantees the protection and preservation of the national scientific heritage.

669.
Decree No. 92-994 of 2 December 1992 established the Malagasy Office of Industrial Property (OMAPI), which is responsible for the protection of any invention and industrial property. Its role consists in the administration of industrial property in Madagascar and promoting invention initiatives. OMAPI has the following responsibilities:

(a)
Reception, examination, registration, delivery and publication of:

(i)
Manufacturer's brands, service marks and trademarks;

(ii)
Trade names;

(iii)
Any documents related to industrial property rights, licensing contracts and transfers of such rights;

(b)
Implementation of provisions related industrial property, its protection, industrial compensations, designations of origin and indications of provenance;

(c)
Enforcement of international industrial-property treaties to which Madagascar is party;

(d)
Monitoring and recording of technology transfers.

671.
OMDA regularly cooperates with international and foreign copyright protection bodies.

674.
As part of its international relations, Madagascar regularly and actively participates in international and regional cultural and scientific seminars, conferences and workshops.
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