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293.
There are many channels offering access to scientific knowledge and progress.  Access is facilitated by the freedom to exchange ideas and convey information both within and outside Monaco, by all available means, such as specialist journals and the Internet.

294.
Scientific progress and its applications as well as the development and dissemination of science are accessible to persons residing in the Principality, for example through education (Education Act (No. 826) of 14 August 1967).  Through education schoolchildren have access to information technology.  Schools in the Principality are equipped with computers so as to allow the development of knowledge and experience in this area.  Information technology is not considered as a separate subject but as a teaching aid or tool.  Depending on their level, schoolchildren learn text processing (how to produce, create, amend and use a document) and use of the Internet.  Computers are used in all disciplines.  The introduction to information technology starts at age 3, 4 or 5 through the use of computer games of recognized educational value.

295.
Written and televised sources of information offer another means of access to scientific knowledge.  Thanks to freedom of the press (Ordinance on Freedom of the Press dated 3 June 1910), a wide selection of scientific journals in French and foreign languages are available in newsagents and public libraries (see above); moreover, many television programmes can be received in Monaco.

296.
The Principality of Monaco contributes to the development and dissemination of scientific knowledge by organizing international conferences and symposia such as the Second International Symposium on Monaco and the Mediterranean organized in cooperation with UNESCO in March 2003.

297.
The Centre Scientifique de Monaco pursues the same purpose.  It was established in 1960 as an independent public body (Statutory Order No. 690 of 23 May 1960) to conduct observation, research and, where appropriate, applied research in various scientific fields.

298.
The Oceanographic Museum, founded by Prince Albert I, has always played a decisive role in the field of oceanography.  Prince Albert’s initiative also encouraged such well known international bodies as the International Commission for the Scientific Exploration of the Mediterranean Sea (CIESM), the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) and the International Atomic Energy Agency’s Marine Environment Laboratory to set up their headquarters in Monaco.

300.
Another means of disseminating scientific knowledge is through associations such as the following:

· Association franco-monégasque d’astronomie:  Its purpose is “to make astronomy and the sciences in general more popular, to organize viewing sessions at the Saint Martin de Peille private astrophysics observatory, to publish a newsletter for members of the Association and to cooperate with other astronomy associations”;

· Association monégasque d’études et de repérages subaquatiques:  In order to contribute to better understanding of the sub-aquatic world, its purpose is “to develop and promote by all available means in the Principality efforts to locate, record and mark with buoys all underwater sites of scientific and/or cultural interest, and in particular those of geomorphological and historical interest; to promote the study and development of such places; and to help protect and clean up communal areas”;

· Association monégasque de préhistoire:  Its purpose is “to promote research in and the popularization of prehistory (quaternary geology, human palaeontology, archaeology) and the supporting disciplines:  biology (evolution of proteins), physics (dating methods), applied mathematics (statistics), and so on”;

· Association pour le développement des recherches scientifiques:  Its purpose is “to serve as correspondent in the Principality for the Weizmann Institute of Science, which is devoted to research and teaching the natural sciences”;

· Institut d’études politiques méditerranéennes:  Its purpose is “to be a centre for the receipt and presentation of scientific research and studies concerning all matters relating to the life of the Mediterranean”.

302.
The authorities of the Principality of Monaco attach great importance to the protection of the land and marine environment and are striving, at the national and international levels, to develop legal or technical instruments to preserve the environment.  Legal provisions have been adopted to ensure the protection of the marine environment and combat water and air pollution:

· Act No. 954 of 19 April 1974 concerning water and air pollution control;

· Act No. 1198 of 27 March 1998 establishing the Maritime Code;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 4884 of 7 March 1972 concerning water and air pollution control;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 4885 of 7 March 1972 prohibiting the discharge of certain products into the waterways running through the Principality as well as Monaco’s inland waters or territorial sea and regulating the sale and distribution of detergents in washing and cleaning products;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 9287 of 23 November 1988 concerning the marketing, use and elimination of polychlorinated biphenyls and polychlorinated terphenyls;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 10-571 of 9 June 1992 establishing conditions for the application of Act No. 954 of 19 April 1974 concerning the control of air pollution from stationary sources;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 10689 of 22 October 1992 establishing conditions for the application of Act No. 954 of 19 April 1974 concerning the control of air pollution from land vehicles.

309.
The Principality of Monaco is very concerned about protecting human rights, in particular the right to health and the right to life.  Many measures have been adopted in the medical field.  Monaco law has very comprehensive legislation and regulations in the pharmaceutical field and a law governing the therapeutic use of human blood:

· Act No. 1254 of 12 July 2002 on drugs for human consumption;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 15712 of 3 March 2003 concerning the marketing of drugs for human consumption;

· Act No. 1257 of 12 July 2002 on veterinary drugs;

· Sovereign Ordinance No. 15713 of 3 March 2003 concerning the marketing of veterinary drugs;

· Act No. 1263 of 23 December 2002 on the therapeutic use of human blood, blood components and labile blood products;

· Act No. 1265 of 23 December 2002 concerning the protection of people in biomedical research. 

310.
On 3 March 2003, the Principality lent its support to a joint initiative put forward at the United Nations by France and Germany for the drafting of an international convention against the reproductive cloning of human beings.

312.
In the field of bioethics, an international symposium on bioethics and the rights of the child, jointly organized by AMADE and UNESCO, was held in Monaco from 28 to 30 April 2000, culminating in the issue of the Monaco Statement on the subject.

315.
The Principality’s commitments to avert any misuse of scientific progress are significant:

· Protocol for the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or Other Gases, and of Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, Geneva, 17 June 1925 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 3735 of 11 February 1967);

· Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, London, Moscow and Washington, 1 July 1968 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 11569 of 25 April 1995);

· Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological (Biological) and Toxin Weapons and on Their Destruction, London, 10 April 1972 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 14116 of August 1999);

· 1971 Convention on Psychotropic Substances, Vienna, 21 February 1971 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 6130 of 16 September 1977);

· Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons which may be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to have Indiscriminate Effects, and its protocols I and II, Geneva, 10 October 1980 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 13329 of 12 February 1998);

· United Nations Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances, Vienna, 20 December 1988 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 10201 of 3 July 1991);

· Convention on the Marking of Plastic Explosives for the Purpose of Detection, Montreal, 1 March 1991 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 13645 of 5 October 1998);

· Convention on the Prohibition of the Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruction, Paris, 13 January 1993 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 13086 of 20 March 1997);

· Convention on Nuclear Safety, Vienna, 17 June 1994;

· Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, New York, 10 September 1996.

The Principality is also a member of the following United Nations specialized agencies:  Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons; Comprehensive Nuclear-Test‑Ban Treaty Organization; World Health Organization (WHO).

317.
The Principality has acceded to the following agreements:


With regard to copyright and related rights:

· Bern Convention for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works of 9 September 1886, as revised in Berlin on 13 November 1908, in Bern on 20 March 1914, in Rome on 2 June 1928, in Brussels on 26 June 1948, in Stockholm on 14 July 1967, in Paris on 24 July 1971 and in Geneva on 28 September 1979 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5501 of 9 January 1975);

· Universal Copyright Convention and annexed protocols, Geneva, 6 September 1952 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 1191 of 12 September 1955);

· Agreement in the form of an exchange of letters between the United States of America and the Principality of Monaco concerning the protection of copyright, 24 September 1952 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 625 of 15 October 1952);

· International Convention for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations, Rome, 26 October 1961 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 8488 of 26 September 1985);

· Convention for the Protection of Producers of Phonograms against Unauthorized Duplication of their Phonograms, Geneva, 29 October 1971 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5502 of 9 January 1975);

· Madrid Agreement for the Repression of False or Deceptive Indications of Source on Goods of 14 April 1891 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5686 of 29 October 1975).


With regard to intellectual property:

· Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property of 20 March 1883 (Sovereign Order No. 1595 bis of 1 July 1957, Sovereign Ordinance No. 2747 of 30 January 1962 and Sovereign Ordinance No. 5687 of 29 October 1975);

· Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of Marks of 14 April 1891, as revised in Brussels, Washington, The Hague, London, Nice, Stockholm and Geneva (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5685 of 29 October 1975);

· The Hague Agreement concerning the International Deposit of Industrial Designs of 6 November 1925, as revised in London on 2 June 1934 and The Hague on 28 November 1960 and supplemented by the Additional Act of Monaco of 18 November 1961 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 3065 of 30 October 1963), the Complementary Act of Stockholm of 14 July 1967 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5683 of 29 October 1975), and the Geneva protocol of 29 August 1975 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 7041 of 18 March 1981);

· Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks of 15 June 1957 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 2487 of 4 April 1961; Sovereign Ordinance No. 7046 of 20 March 1981);

· Convention establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), Stockholm, 14 July 1967, as amended in Geneva on 28 September 1967 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5539 of 18 March 1975);

· Patent Cooperation Treaty of 19 June 1970 relating to the International Patent Cooperation Union, as amended on 28 September 1979 in Geneva (Sovereign Ordinance No. 6552 of 28 May 1979) and amendments to the implementing regulations adopted by the assembly of the International Patent Cooperation Union (Sovereign Ordinance No. 7026 of 18 February 1981, Sovereign Ordinance No. 7527 of 13 December 1982, Sovereign Ordinance No. 7866 of 10 January 1984, Sovereign Ordinance No. 8460 of 21 November 1985);
· Strasbourg Agreement Concerning the International Patent Classification, 24 March 1971 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 5828 of 9 June 1976);

· Convention on the Grant of European Patents, Munich, 5 October 1973 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 10382 of 27 November 1991);

· Budapest Treaty on the International Recognition of the Deposit of Microorganisms for the Purposes of Patent Procedure and implementing regulations, Budapest, 28 April 1977 (Sovereign Ordinance No. 13849 of 12 January 1999).







*  The information submitted by Monaco in accordance with the guidelines concerning the initial part of reports of States parties is contained in the core document (HRI/CORE/1/Add.118).
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