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510.
On 1 January 1994, a nearly complete redraft of the second chapter of the Copyright Act, which pertains to limitations on copyright, went into force.  The Copyright Act has also been amended on a number of occasions consequent upon implementation of various EC directives.  The Council Directive on legal protection of computer programs was implemented in early 1993, while the directives on rental right and lending right, on satellite broadcasts and cable retransmission and on legal protection of databases were implemented in Swedish law in 1995, 1996 and 1997 respectively.

511.
There have been a number of other amendments to the Copyright Act.  Opportunities to take legal action against copyright infringement were expanded as of 1 July 1994 when the courts were empowered to issue penalty injunctions to stop such infringement.  Two additional amendments to the Copyright Act took effect on 1 January 1999.  The first amendment introduced “cassette tape remuneration,” which is remuneration intended to compensate the holder of rights to some extent for legal copying for private use.  The second amendment incorporated provisions on “infringement searches,” which make it possible to secure evidence in civil cases relating to copyright infringement.

512.
Comprehensive amendments to the Copyright Act took effect 1 July 2005.  The amendments are based on two international treaties and the EC directive on the harmonisation of certain aspects of copyright and related rights in the information society.  The new rules are aimed at adapting copyright law to the development of digital technology and refer inter alia to copying of music, books and films and opportunities for schools, libraries and people with disabilities to use copyright protected material.  Under the new rules, the manufacture of products that circumvent technological measures that protect copyrighted material is also now prohibited.
	*  The fourth periodic report (E/C.12/4/Add.4) concerning rights covered by articles 1 to 15 was considered by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights at its twenty�seventh session in 2001 (see documents E/C.12/2001/SR.61-62; E/C.12/1/Add.70).


	**  The information submitted by Sweden in accordance with the guidelines concerning the initial part of reports of States parties is contained in the core document (HRI/CORE/1/Add.4/Rev.1).


***  In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not formally edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.
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