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711.
Main legislation regulating the protection of intellectual property rights is the Law No. 5846 on Intellectual and Artistic Works, dated 5 December 1951. In the said Law, the work has been defined as all kinds of artistic and intellectual products of science and literary (including all types of photographic works of a technical or scientific nature and also critical and scientific publications), music, artistry (including the photographic works having an aesthetical value) or cinematography (including audio-visual) which are carrying the mark of its author. The author of the work is the person that creates the work.

712.
The said Law aims at specifying and protecting the moral and financial rights of the owners of intellectual and artistic works, performers or interpreters of such works, producers of phonograms, and producers and radio-television broadcasting companies which fix films. The Law also regulates the conditions regarding the use of such works and lays out the sanctions in case of their usage contrary to procedures and principles envisaged.

714.
The first amendment in the Law in 1983 introduced arrangements concerning professional unions and performing artists. The second amendment regarding the introduction of an effective intellectual property rights protection in line with international standards was made in 1995 with the Law No. 4110. Consequently, the variety of works included in the Law was enhanced; the period of protection for works and exceptions to the intellectual property rights were re-specified; and arrangements regarding professional unions were made. Furthermore, provisions providing protection for rightful owners against unjust infringement of rights were amended to provide increased punishment and provisions regarding compulsory banderoles for certain works in order to fight acts of piracy.

715.
In 2001 a third and a highly comprehensive amendment in the Law on Intellectual and Artistic Works was introduced with the Law No. 4630, which aimed at providing a deterrent in acts of piracy by accepting such acts as an organized crime.

717.
However, taking into consideration the dynamic nature of the field of intellectual property rights, the international conventions coordinated by the EU and the World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO), and also sectoral demands, in order to prevent acts of piracy and to eliminate the problems encountered between professional unions and the users, a comprehensive legislation amendment was introduced with the Law No. 5101, dated 2004, which can be summarized as follows:

(i)
The sale of works in the form of books, cassettes, CDs, VCDs and DVDs, protected by the Law on Intellectual and Artistic Works, in the streets, squares, bazaars, pavements, piers, bridges, and similar open places is prohibited;

(ii)
Law enforcement officers and municipal police have been given the right to ex officio confiscate and collect such material sold in the streets with or without banderoles;

(iii)
Provisions regarding the use of banderoles in cinema and music works and non-periodical publications have been re-arranged and ex officio control without any prior complaint has also been provided;

(iv)
The discretion of the judiciary has been enhanced with new arrangements. Thus, the judges have been granted the power to evaluate the envisaged imprisonment and fines which have a binding effect on the freedom, by considering the peculiarities of facts and the severity of crime;

(v)
The Law also provides that facilities which produce materials regarding the fixing or reproduction of intellectual and artistic works, and/or fill, reproduce and sell such materials, or distribute them to public, shall be certificated by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism;

(vi)
Procedures regarding the settlement of disputes arising form the payments concerning intellectual and artistic properties used and/or transmitted by the public places and broadcasting companies have been established;

(vii)
Procedures and principles regarding registration have been re-specified;

(viii)
New arrangements have been introduced concerning the obligations of the professional unions, and their supervision and determination of rates;

(ix)
Facilities which produce, reproduce or distribute intellectual and artistic works as well as the financial rightful owners, are jointly obliged to place signs and serial numbers required by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, and also standard international codes on the carrying material;

(x)
Provisions enabling the re-payment to the owner of work in case of resale of the original copies of intellectual and artistic works have been rearranged;

(xi)
Rights of broadcasting companies which are accepted as rightful owners have been rearranged in detail;

(xii)
“Sui generis” protection in databases has been provided;

(xiii)
A database which is to include professional unions, public places, broadcasting companies as well as the facilities which produce, and/or sell, reproduce or distribute materials concerning intellectual and artistic works will be created for use during investigations and examinations.

727.
Turkey is a member of the WIPO and is party to 14 international treaties on intellectual and artistic property rights. Ratification process is under way for the Patent Law Treaty and Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks.

734.
Article 27 of the Turkish Constitution is the safeguard for the freedom of science. In the said article it is stipulated that:
Everyone has the right to study and teach freely, explain, and disseminate science and arts and to carry out research in these fields.

The right to disseminate shall not be exercised for the purpose of changing the provisions of Articles 1, 2 and 3 of this Constitution.

The provisions of this article shall not preclude regulation by law of the entry and distribution of foreign publications in the country.

736.
The TUBITAK, which was founded in 1963 with a view to developing science and technology policies, contributing to the creation of the necessary infrastructure in the field of science and technology, pioneering the improvement of culture of science and technology, and encouraging, supporting, coordinating and conducting the research and development activities, provides secretarial services for the High Commission, prepares the agenda, and arranges possible draft resolutions for the approval of the High Commission. Examining and reporting of the decisions of the High Commission are also among the duties of the TUBITAK.

740.
As a means for the Science and Technology Strategy, Turkish Research Area (TARAL) was defined, which includes all scientific, technological and research and development actors who are partners in the implementation of the aims and targets of the strategy. These actors are public and private institutions, NGOs and universities which carry out together the activities of science, technology and research and development with the TUBITAK as coordinator.

744.
The number of projects supported by the TUBITAK within the framework of the “Programme on the Support for Industrial Research and Development Projects” in 2003 and 2006 were 279 and 534 respectively. In fact, the support for the industrial sector between 2004–2007 was 662 million YTL, which was 2,2 times more than the support provided between the years 1996–2003.

745.
The TUBITAK develops and implements various support programmes for raising the workforce which is of great significance in Turkey’s scientific and technological advancement. As it can be inferred from the graphs below, the number of the supported scientists and the amount of the financial contribution of the TUBITAK have been in constant increase. To illustrate, whereas the number of scientists supported by the TUBITAK in 2000 was 980, in 2006, 5425 scientists were supported. The amount of the financial contribution increased from 4,57 million YTL in 2000 to 18,57 million YTL in 2006. Of the scientists supported by the TUBITAK, 62% were affiliated with universities, 30% public institutions, and 8% private sector.

746.
The TUBITAK has considerably increased the number and amount of the graduate and post-graduate scholarships since 2005. While the number of the graduate and post-graduate bursaries in 2000 were 45 and 16 respectively; in 2006, 1877 graduate and 733 post-graduate scholarships were distributed.

747.
In order to raise scientists in natural and social sciences and humanities, scholarships are granted to the students who have passed the university entrance examination among the first 5000 and who have chosen to study in the above mentioned fields of study.

748.
Within the framework of the “Academic Research and Development Support Programme”, the TUBITAK provides support for the universities and private and public sector research and development institutions in order to improve the research infrastructure, promote academic research and create suitable research environment. Table 57 illustrates the data on academic research and development supported by the TUBITAK between the years 2000 and 2006.

749.
In order to introduce science to the whole public, especially to the pre-school and primary school children, and create curiosity and interest in science, the Project on Science Games, Toys and Experiment Sets has been launched. Observation and experiment sets are planned to be put on the market. Activity programmes and written material are also to be prepared.

750.
With the protocol signed by the TUBITAK, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Istanbul Municipality and Frankfurt Johann Wolfgang Goethe University Arab-Islam Sciences Institute on 16 January 2007, works on the foundation of the Islamic Science and Technology History Museum in Istanbul have been initiated.

751.
The TUBITAK has been publishing the monthly “Science and Technique Magazine” for the readers above the age of 13 since 1967, the monthly “Science Child Magazine” for the age group 7–12 since 1998, and the monthly “Curious Little Magazine” for the children between the age of 3–6 since 1 January 2007.

752.
With a view to improving the self-consciousness of the university students, improving their teamwork abilities and drawing the attention of the public to the clean energy technologies, the TUBITAK has been organising the “Formula-G Solar Car Races” since 2005. Moreover, efforts are underway for the Hydromobile car races.

753.
Furthermore, for the purpose of encouraging the youth to conduct research in basic and applied sciences, project competitions among the primary and secondary school students are organised by the TUBITAK. Youth science camps, trainings on nature, and theoretical and applied summer/winter science schools in the fields of natural sciences, engineering and technological sciences, social sciences and humanities are also crucial in promotion of science among the youth.

755.
Various instruments are employed for the implementation of international cooperation, which can be summarised as follows:

Project-based

(i)
EU Framework Programmes for Research and Technological Development;

(ii)
Supports for projects within the framework of bilateral and multilateral cooperation programmes;

(iii)
Supports for national projects.

Scientist-based

(i)
Mobility of Scientists: With the Marie Curie Programme of the EU Framework Programmes, the support is given for the mobility of scientists in Europe. Also, the Programme on Support for Guest Scientists enables foreign scientists and researchers to be invited to Turkey for research and training purposes;

(ii)
Scholarships: The TUBITAK grants graduate and post-graduate scholarships in order to support the scientists. Foreign scientists who would like to do his/her doctorate and post-doctorate studies in Turkey can also benefit from these scholarships;

(iii)
International Science Olympics: Participation of the primary and secondary school students in the international science olympics and project contests are encouraged.

Participation in international activities

(i)
Conferences, project fairs, meetings and seminars are held with a view to enabling the Turkish and foreign scientists to conduct joint projects and activities;

(ii)
Within the framework of the bilateral science and technology agreements, activities such as joint scientific meetings, workshops and scientist exchanges are supported;

(iii)
Participation of the Turkish scientists in the events held by the regional and international organisations are encouraged.

Awards

(i)
In addition to the Science, Service and Promotion Awards of the TUBITAK, from 2007 onwards the TUBITAK Special Award, equivalent of the TUBITAK Science Award, will be given to those Turkish scientists residing abroad who have contributed to science at international level;

(ii)
In order to encourage the participation in the EU Framework Programmes as coordinator, the Project Encouragement Award is granted.


Participation of Turkey in the EU Framework Programmes for research and technological development

756.
Since December 2002, Turkey has been participating in the EU Framework Programmes for Research and Technological Development, which are the EU’s main instruments for supporting collaborative research, development and innovation in science and technology. Turkey has taken part in the 6th Framework Programme, which was concluded by the end of 2006, and, as of June 2007, has acceded into the 7th Framework Programme covering the period of 2007–2013.

757.
The three priority areas to which Turkey actively contributed within the 6th Framework Programme were sustainable development, information society technologies and international cooperation. Within the framework of the Programme, approximately 20 million Euros were allocated for the establishment of 27 Technological Perfection Centres.




















































































































































































































































	*	In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.


	**	Annexes can be consulted in the files of the secretariat.
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