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 348.
Citizens of Turkmenistan have the right to freedom of artistic, scientific, and technical creation.  Intellectual property rights and the interests of citizens in the fields of scientific and technical creation and artistic, literary, and cultural activity are protected by law.  The State promotes the development of science, culture, art, folk art, sport and tourism. 
349.
An important aim of the Government’s policy in this respect has been and remains the development of Turkmen culture by protecting it, ensuring its recognition, safeguarding it, encouraging its development and enriching its many values. In the present international context of globalization, the maintenance and encouragement of the national culture of originality is an extremely important task. The Strategy for the Economic, Political and Cultural Development of Turkmenistan for the Period up to 2020 is directed at the achievement of this aim.

350.
The following instruments have been adopted to implement the Government’s policy for the development of culture, art, literature, science, the mass media and sport to realize the right of every citizen to take part in cultural life: the Protection of Historic and Cultural Monuments Act of 19 February 1992, the State Scientific and Technological Policy Act of 19 February 1992, the Scientific Intellectual Property Act of 30 September 1992, the Tourism Act of 24 November 1995, the Museums and Museum Management Act of  20 December 1996, the Libraries and Librarianship Act of 15 June 2006, the National Applied Arts and Crafts Act of 19 December 200 and the Physical Education and Sport Act of 7 July 2001.

353.
Article 3 of the Scientific Intellectual Property Act states that the right to scientific intellectual property consists in the owner having the possibility, recognized and protected by law, of possessing, using and disposing of, at his own discretion, the results of scientific work, as objectified in various forms. No one may use them without the owner’s consent. In exceptional cases, the Cabinet of Ministers may authorize the limited use by other legal persons of intellectual property belonging to the owner. Exercise of the right to scientific intellectual property must serve humane ends, not infringe the law or the interests of the State, citizens, enterprises, or organizations, as protected by law, and not cause environmental damage.

354.
Article 4 of the Scientific Intellectual Property Act states that the subjects of the right to intellectual property may be physical and legal persons in Turkmenistan or other States and international organizations. The right to be the owner of scientific intellectual property belongs to the elaborator (author, creator) of the object owned, that is, the citizen or group that participated directly in the creation of the object of scientific intellectual property. 

355.
The right to intellectual property is protected through the courts. Issues relating to the reimbursement in full to the owner of any losses caused are also resolved during the settlement of disputes (Scientific Intellectual Property Act, art. 11).

356.
Copyright law governs the relations arising when scientific, literary and artistic works are created and used (copyright) and also rights related to the use and production of audio and video recordings and broadcasts (associated rights) - Civil Code of 17 July 1998.
	*	In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not formally edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.
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