E/C.12/URY/3-4

page 2

E/C.12/URY/3-4


page 3

	NATIONS UNIES
	
	E

	
[image: image1.wmf] 


	Economic and Social Council
	Distr.
GENERAL
E/C.12/URY/3-4
22 July 2009
ENGLISH
Original:  SPANISH


Substantive session of 2010
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT 
ON ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS

Combined third and fourth periodic reports, submitted 
under articles 16 and 17 of the Covenant

URUGUAY* **
[1 April 2009]
383.  On a continuum with the Ceibal Plan mentioned in section XII above, the Government has announced the CARDALES (bundled access to recreation and to the development of employment alternatives and sustainable enterprise) project, aimed at making Internet access, subscriber television and telephone services universally available to all households in Uruguay through a system of bundled services involving the public and private sectors.  The project is still in the preparatory stage and will be launched in the course of the year. 

384.  Act No. 16.321 on copyright, adopted in 1992, ratified the Universal Copyright Convention and related Declarations, Resolutions and Protocols, adopted in Geneva on 6 September 1952, and approved Uruguay’s accession to the Universal Copyright Convention, revised in Paris on 24 July 1971.  In 2002, Act No. 17.473 created the general register of State ownership of works by plastic artists.  The register is organized, kept, publicized and regularly updated by the Commission for National Historical, Artistic and Cultural Heritage.

385.  Act No. 17.616 on copyright and related rights, amending and expanding Act No. 9739 of 1937, was adopted in 2003.  The updating of the 1937 act was a requirement of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) adopted at the end of the Uruguay Round of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) that created the World Trade Organization (WTO).  As a result, the amendments are aimed at protecting not only copyright but also the rights of artists, performers, record producers and radio broadcasters (as established in article 2), but this does not affect protection of the author’s copyright to the protected works.

387.  The new institutional structure for science and technology in Uruguay was established by Act No. 17.296 of 21 February 2001 of the Ministry of Education and Culture.  Article 308 of the Act provided for the creation of a National Science, Technology and Innovation Directorate (DINACYT) within the Ministry of Education and Culture, responsible for coordinating, administering, executing and evaluating policy instruments on science, technology and innovation, thereby strengthening the National Innovation System (SNI), and for promoting the country’s scientific and technological development, both nationally and internationally, tapping into the strategic importance of this sector.

388.  DINACYT has an organizational structure composed of the departments of international cooperation; science, technology and innovation information systems; promotion and dissemination; project management; and administration; as well as a policy and programming advisory service.  In addition to being currently responsible for the execution of the technological development programme, it is in charge of administering the so-called Fondo Clemente Estable fund and the National Research Fund.
389.  Article 307 of Act No. 17.296 established the new powers of the National Innovation, Science and Technology Council (CONICYT) as a commission:  to propose to the Ministry of Education and Culture and/or the executive branch, as appropriate, plans and general policy guidelines related to science, technology and innovation; to elaborate bases and define strategies, areas of interest and policy instruments for science, technology and innovative processes; to promote and encourage the conduct of research in all areas of knowledge; and to promote action to strengthen SNI and approve the constitution of the selection committees that will function within the Ministry of Education and Culture and will be responsible for project evaluation and approval.

390.  A National Research and Innovation Agency (ANII) has been established to coordinate public and private entities involved in knowledge creation and use, promoting synergies among them, and to boost Uruguay’s long-term development.  Through a national scholarship scheme, it promotes involvement in research, postgraduate study within Uruguay and abroad, links with the production sector and the return of Uruguayan scientists from abroad.  It also works to popularize science, emphasizing social inclusion.









* In accordance with the information transmitted to States parties regarding the processing of their reports, the present document was not formally edited before being sent to the United Nations translation services.


** Annexes may be consulted in the files of the Secretariat.


� It substantive responsibilities are:  advising the executive branch, through the Ministry of Education and Culture, on its area of specialization; administering the funds of whatever origin that are allocated to it; coordinating, administering and executing projects for the development of science, technology and innovation resulting from loan agreements concluded with multinational cooperation and financing agencies, as well as all the necessary actions in this regard within the central administration; and dealing with all matters related to international cooperation in science, technology and innovation.
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