
Human Rights in the United States
Sociology/Human Rights 3831

Spring, 2009
Dr. Davita Silfen Glasberg

Office: Manchester Hall, Room 220
Phone: 486-5504
E-Mail: davita.glasberg@uconn.edu 
Office Hours: M, W 11am-noon and by appointment

Course Description: While there is a growing recognition of human rights claims and violations 
around the world, comparatively little attention is paid to human rights issues in the United 
States. This course will focus on the ways in which human rights have been interpreted, 
implemented, claimed, and framed in the US. We will begin with an overview of the historical 
development of human rights and conventions against a background of global political-
historical processes. We will use these charters and conventions to examine the state of 
political, civil, economic, social, and  cultural human rights in the US The emphasis will be on 
groups and their struggles: how they have understood and claimed human rights, and how they 
have challenged the social structures that bar their access to human rights.

Readings:

• Ford Foundation, 2004. Close to Home: Case Studies in Human Rights Work in the US. (Public 
access at: http://www.fordfound.org/fields/humanrights/overview (link posted under 
Readings)

• Neubeck, Kenneth. 2006. When Welfare Disappears: The Case of Economic Human Rights. New 
York: Routledge.

• Manza, Jeff and Christopher Uggen. 2008. Locked Out: Felon Disenfranchisement and American  
Democracy. New York: Oxford University Press.

• Core Human Rights Documents:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), covenants on Civil, Political, 
Economic, and Social Rights (ICCPR and ICESR). Covenant on Women’s Rights (CEDAW), 
on Genocide.  See www.unhchr/ch/udhr OR http://ohchr.org/english/law/ 

www.unhchr/ch/html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm
www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_cescr.htm 
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm 

• Beekman, Katrien. 2004. “Measuring the implementation of the right to education: 
educational vs. human rights education.”  The International Journal of Children’s Rights, 
12:71-84 (read ppl 71-77 only). Available through Academic search Premiere/uconn e-
library.

• D’Angelo, Raymond. 2001. “Brown and beyond: Rising expectations, 1953-1959.”  in The 
American Civil Rights Movement, pp. 222-278. McGraw-Hill (ECR).

http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/cat.htm
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/
http://www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_cescr.htm
http://www.unhchr/ch/html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm
http://ohchr.org/english/law/
http://www.unhchr/ch/udhr
http://www.fordfound.org/fields/humanrights/overview
mailto:davita.glasberg@uconn.edu


• Glenn, Evelyn Nakano. 2002. Unequal Freedom. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 
Pp. 18-59 (ECR).

• Human Rights Organizations: Human Rights Watch (www.hrw.org )
Amnesty International (www.amnesty.org )
(links posted on HuskyCT under Readings)

• Laduke, Winona.  2002. Selection from the Laduke Reader. Stillwater, MN: Voyageur 
Press (posted on HuskyCT as readings).

• Lauren, Paul. 2000.  Proclaiming a Vision: In the Evolution of International Human Rights. 
Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. Chap. 7, pp. 205-240 (ECR).

• Puri, Jyoti.  2004.  “Checking (homo) sexualities at the nation’s door: Nationalisms and 
sexualities.”  in Encountering Nationalism. Pp. 142-269.  Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishers 
(ECR).

• Luban, David.  2005.  “Eight fallacies about liberty and security.”  In Human Rights in the  
War on Terror, edited by Richard Wilson.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  Pp. 
242-256 (ECR).

• Robinson, Mary.  2005.  “Connecting human rights, human development, and human 
security.”  In Human Rights in the War on Terror, edited by Richard Wilson.  Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press.  Pp. 308-316 (ECR).

• Ross, Loretta; Brownlee, Sarah; Diallo, Dazon; and Roderiguez, Luis.  2001. “The 
‘Sistersong Collective’: women of color reproductive health and human rights.” 
American Journal of Health Studies, Special Issue on Women of Color, 17:79-89  (available 
through Academic Search Premier/uconn e-library).

• Sen Gupta, Arjun.  2006.  “Extreme poverty and human rights: A report on the 
US.”  (posted on HuskyCT as Readings).

• Sen, Amartya.  1999. Development as Freedom.  New York: Knopf.  Pp. 18-24 (posted on 
HuskyCT as Readings).

• Yang-Murray, Alice.  2000.  What Did the Internment of the Japanese Americans Mean?  New 
York: Bedford Press.  Pp. 2-26 (ECR).

Additional Sources:

On Work and Poverty

• Center for Economic and Social Human Rights http://www.cesar.org/ 

• ACORN www.acorn.org (for post-Katrina work look at www.acorn.org/Katrina )
• Foo, Laura. 2000. Asian American Women: Issues, Concerns, and Responsive Human and 

Civil Rights Advocacy.  New York: Ford Foundation.  Pp. 25-97 (available on the Ford 
Foundation website) 

http://www.acorn.org/Katrina
http://www.acorn.org/
http://www.cesar.org/
http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.hrw.org/


On Internment
• German and Italian internees: www.traces.org (look under internees);  www.gaic.info 

• Japanese Latin Americans: http://www.campaignforjusticejla.org/ 

• Japanese Americans: http://www.asianamericanmedia.org/jinternment/ Resources at the 
Asian American Studies Institute, UConn

Immigrant Rights
• AALDEF:  https://www.aaldef.org/ 

• MALDEF: www.maldef.org 
ACLU: http://www.aclu.org/immigrants/index.html 

Gay and Lesbian Rights
• Human Rights Campaign: www.hrc.org/ 

• ACLU: www.aclu.org/lgbt/ 

Women’s Rights
• NOW www.now.org 

• European Union: 
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/emplweb/news/news_en/cfm?od=136 

Indigenous Rights
• Champagne, Duane. 2008.  “From first nationals to self-government: A political legacy 

of indigenous natives in the United States.”  American Behavioral Scientist 51:1671-1693. 
(available through Sage Full Texts via uconn e-library).

• Davis-Delano, Laurel.  2007.  “Eliminating native American Mascots.”  Journal of Sports 
and Social Issues 31:340-373. (available through Sage Full Texts via uconn e-library).

• http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Ethnicity/The_Americas/Indigenous/Native_Americans/Issues  
_and_Activism/

• http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/links/indigenous.html   

Videos
• America Needs Human Rights
• Civil Rights Movement: A Tribute
• Racial Justice and Education
• Riaz Khan: Native American Rights
• The Uninsured
• Unconstitutional
• Mira Nair’s portion of September 11

Course Requirements
This course is an active learning course. I will combine a variety of methods--lectures, 
research of academic and popular material, attendance at human rights events, class 
discussions, videos, and presentations--to help you learn about human rights in the United 
States. I will lecture on the introductory or background material, and I expect you to be 
ready to present the readings, ask questions, and present cases (as I assign them) each day. We 

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/links/indigenous.html
http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Ethnicity/The_Americas/Indigenous/Native_Americans/Issues_and_Activism/
http://www.dmoz.org/Society/Ethnicity/The_Americas/Indigenous/Native_Americans/Issues_and_Activism/
http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/emplweb/news/news_en/cfm?od=136
http://www.now.org/
http://www.aclu.org/lgbt/
http://www.hrc.org/
http://www.aclu.org/immigrants/index.html
http://www.maldef.org/
https://www.aaldef.org/
http://www.asianamericanmedia.org/jinternment/
http://www.campaignforjusticejla.org/
http://www.gaic.info/
http://www.traces.org/


will discuss a variety of controversial subjects; I expect each student to be responsible for 
maintaining a respectful learning atmosphere in class where diverse views can be expressed. 
All presentations and written work are subject to academic integrity codes set by the 
university. These include, but are not limited to, acknowledgement of research, ideas, and 
efforts of others. Consult your Student Handbook to find out more about these standards.
Grading
Two human rights events: 20%
Case: presentation in class and project on HuskyCT: 15 + 20 = 35%
Midterm: 20%
Final: 25%

Human Rights Events
I expect you to attend two human rights events on campus during the semester that are 
directly related to human rights--but clear them with me FIRST. You are expected to write a 
summary of the event, and engage in a discussion of the human rights it raises. These should 
be submitted to me in the first class following the event.

Readings
Except for the first week, you should read the assigned material BEFORE class. Look through 
the list of additional material if you are interested in a particular subject.

Case Presentations
Look on HuskyCT for details on the cases and the presentations.

You will be asked to present on one case during the semester. You need to identify two other 
people to work with on the case.

For the class presentation: You should prepare (1)a clear statement of the human rights issue, 
(2)the dimensions of the problem, (3)activism relating to the problem (including 
controversies, relative successes and failures), and (4)a list of bibliographic and additional 
sources. This is a group presentation and should NOT exceed 25 minutes including set-up time. 
Feel free to be very creative: you may use PowerPoint, multimedia, and other creative ways to 
present your material.

For the HuskyCT posting: The HuskyCT posting should be completed within TWO WEEKS of 
yourpresentation, except the first two groups who have a longer period of time. (Check the 
project presentation and posting schedule). You may post it as a group—clearly identify all 
the authors—OR post it on your own. Each posting should contain MORE IN-DEPTH 
INFORMATION about your topic. I will look for (1)a clear statement of the human rights issue, 
(2)the dimensions of the problem, (3)background/social context for understanding the 
problem, (4)activism relating to the problem (including controversies, relative successes and 
failures), and (5) a list of bibliographic and additional sources. Your sources must be reliable  
and valid—check the article on reliable websites if you are not sure—and you must plan to use 
(a)some academic sources, (b)some government data, and (c)some popular media sources such as 
newspapers, websites, YouTube, etc. The written presentation should be roughly equivalent 
to 8-12 pages (on a standard word processing document), excluding citations, and 
appendices/supportive material.



COURSE SCHEDULE

Date Theme Assignment
Jan. 21-23 Background to Human 

Rights

What are the core 
principles of these 
documents, and how do 
they differ from rights 
guaranteed to citizens of 
democracies?

POST YOUR INTRODUCTION BY MIDDAY, JAN 22 
(introduce yourself, your interests, and 
experiences in the area of human rights, and, if you 
are comfortable, your picture).

Read: Close to Home, pp1-18
Read: the core documents: Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR), covenants on civil and 
political rights and economic and social rights 
(ICCPR and ICESR). Conventions on women (CEDAW), 
conventions against genocide.
NOTE: Complete this reading by the end of the 
week. Beginning next week I expect you to have 
read over the assigned material BEFORE class.

Video: Does America Need Human Rights:
Video: The Making of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights.

Jan. 26-30 History of human rights 
continued.

Evaluating data. Projects 
and Presentations.

Read: Lauren
Read: Yang Murray 
For discussion on data, optional reading Beekman.

To be completed before Feb. 9: Read the human 
rights reports of Amnesty International and Human 
Rights Watch for the last 10 years on the US.
Prepare notes on their views of human rights 
violations in the US.

Reread: covenant on political and civil rights 
(ICCPR).

Feb. 2-6 Security and Human Rights Prepare: a list of points, based Yang Murray, on the 
type of human rights violations the Japanese 
Americans faced. Based on what happened then, 
what would you not expect the country to repeat?

Organize your groups.

Create a list of questions to clarify what you need 
to do on your projects/presentations.

Read: Close to Home, pp. 38-43

Video: Mira Nair

Feb. 9-13 Human Rights in the US: 
views of the HR groups.

Read: Luban, Robinson, and use your notes on the 
Human Rights groups reports.



Security and Human 
Rights: contemporary 
issues.

Focus: Can we find a 
balance between civil 
rights and national 
security?

1. Case: Guantanamo Bay, Feb. 13
2. Case: National Security, Feb. 13

Feb. 16-20 Human Rights and unequal 
citizenship. 
Race/Class/Gender in the 
making of civil and 
political rights.

Focus: Do immigrants have 
rights? 

Read: Nakano Glenn
Read: Close to Home, pp. 64-72

3. Case: Rights of legal immigrants, Feb. 20
4. Case: Rights of illegal immigrants, Feb. 20

Feb. 23-27 Human Rights and unequal 
citizenship: Ratification of 
CEDAW 

Focus: Are women’s rights 
human rights?

Read: CEDAW.
Read: Close to Home, pp. 58-63; 72-77; 86-91

Discussion: are women’s rights human rights?

5. Case: Sex Trafficking, Feb. 27
6. Case: Freedom from Violence, Feb. 27

Mar. 2-6 Human Rights and 
prisoners’ rights

Focus: Are convicted 
felons entitled to rights?

Read: Manza, chaps. 2, 3, 4, 7

Midterm due at beginning of class, Mar. 6

Mar. 8-14 SPRING BREAK!
Mar. 16-20 Cultural Human Rights

Focus: Should minority 
groups be able to claim 
group-rights to practice 
their cultures?

Read: Close to Home pp. 32-37

Video: Rias Khan: Native American Rights

7. Case: Cultural Rights and Native
     American groups, Mar. 20

Mar. 23-27 Sexual Citizenship Complete discussion on cultural human rights.

Read: Puri

8. Case: Rights of non-heteronormative
Groups, Mar. 27

Mar. 30- 
Apr. 3

Economic and Social 
Human Rights: The Right to 
Education

Focus: Why should we 
consider education to be a 
human right?

Read: D’Angelo
Read: Close to Home pp. 44-49
Read: Beekman pp 71-77

Reread: Robinson

Video: Selection from Eyes on the Prize



9. Case: De-Segregated schools, Apr. 3
   10.    Case: No Child Left Behind, Apr. 3

Apr. 6-10 Economic and Social 
Human Rights

Focus: Poverty, hunger, 
shelter

Read: Amartya Sen on Poverty and Capabilities
Read: Arjun Sengupta’s report
Read: Close to Home, pp26-31; 50-57

   11. Case: New Orleans and Hurricane
         Katrina: lessons in food, hunger, shelter, 
         Apr. 10

Apr. 13-17 Social and Economic 
Rights continued

Focus: Policies and 
Consequences

Read: Neubeck

Apr. 20-24 Social Human Rights: 
Health

Focus: What constitutes 
human right to health?
What are the barriers we 
face to accessing health?

Video: The Uninsured: Forty Four Million Forgotten 
Americans.

Read: Close to Home, pp 92-97
Read: Ross, 2001

   12. Case: Universal health care as a human
         right, Apr. 24

Apr. 27-May 
1

Focus: Contemporary 
Issues: US and the World

Geneva Conventions. 
International Court of Justice.
Terrorism and security blocks
Environment
Racism/Apartheid

*****FINALS WEEK: MAY 4-9*****


