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pro-active protection and warning mecha-
nism, allowing innocent people to escape 
out of harm’s way, or to deter threatened 
attacks on monitored villages or sites.  In 
addition, the project is currently engaged 
in efforts to support indigenous land rights 
in Guatemala, document adverse impacts of 
aerial defoliation in Colombia, and explore 
applications and needs of local human 
rights organizations in other regions. 

AAG Geography and Human 
Rights Clearinghouse

The AAG and the AAAS also have 
recently entered into an agreement, sup-
ported by funding from the MacArthur 

Foundation, to develop an inventory 
of geographic research and scholarship 
relating to human rights. This inventory 
and resultant detailed bibliography will 
form the foundation of a new AAG Geog-
raphy and Human Rights Clearinghouse, 
which will be housed on the AAG website. 
We invite all AAG members, as well as others, 
to contribute to this Clearinghouse. Among 
numerous applications and uses of this body 

of research, the AAG and 
AAAS particularly seek 
to identify research that 
is substantive enough to 
be valuable as evidence 
or in support of expert 
testimony in international 
tribunals investigating 
human rights abuses. 
We encourage you to 
submit citations for any 
geographic research that 
you believe would be 
useful for inclusion in this 
Clearinghouse bibliogra-
phy. Please email research 
project descriptions, bib-
liographic citations (pref-
erably annotated with an 
abstract or brief summary 
of the work), and other 
relevant material to Megan 
Overbey (moverbey@aag.
org) or Matthew Hamilton 
(mhamilton@aag.org) at 
the AAG.

Geographer and AAAS 
Human Rights Project 
Director Lars Bromley 
noted that, “Geographers 
obviously have a critical 
and longstanding role 
to play in such work. As 

such, AAAS is delighted to collaborate 
with the AAG in an effort to concisely 
identify relevant literature across a broad 
range of topics which could inform future 
activities of interest to the human rights 

community.” In addition to bibliographic, 
informational, and research resources, 
the AAG Clearinghouse will also provide 
links to other geography-related human 
rights programs, such as those of Amnesty 
International, the United Nations, and 
the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s 
Genocide Prevention Mapping Initiative, 
among others.

Regular updates on these AAG and 
AAAS human rights programs will be 
available at www.aag.org and www.aaas.
org. Special joint AAG and AAAS sessions 
on this human rights work are also planned 
for the AAG Annual Meeting in Las Vegas. 
We hope to see you there, and invite your 
input and assistance on these important 
collaborative projects. 

Doug Richardson, AAG 
drichardson@aag.org

Lars Bromley, AAAS
lbromley@aaas.org

Malam al Hosh is currently featured as a “village at risk” 
on the Eyes on Darfur website, and is now one of the villages 
being publicly monitored by Amnesty International in an 
attempt to deter threatened attacks. Copyright 2008 Image 
Sat International. Produced by AAAS.

The village of Bir Kedouas, on the Chad side of the Chad/Sudan border, in October 
of 2004. This QuickBird satellite image pictures the village before it suffered attack 
by the Janjawid. Copyright 2008 Digital Globe. Produced by AAAS.

The village of Bir Kedouas following attacks by Janjawid fighters in January of 
2006. Analysis indicates that burning destroyed 89 homes as well as crops and 
other structures.  Copyright 2008 Digital Globe. Produced by AAAS.

AAG Honorary Geographer nomination deadline is September 15. www.aag.org/grantsawards/index.cfm.
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