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On October 23, before a gathering of
scientists and human rights practitioners, the AAAS Science
and Human Rights Program unveiled its newest project,
"On-call" Scientists. Through this project, SHRP will connect
scientists interested in volunteering their skills and
knowledge with human rights organizations in need of
scientific expertise. Scientists have much to contribute to
the work being undertaken by human rights organizations.
"On-call" Scientists was created to facilitate such
contributions.

If you are a scientist who would like to volunteer your time
and skKills, or a human rights organization in need of
scientific expertise, visit "On-call" Scientists to find out
more.

Science Secures Human Rights
Rick Weiss
October 27, 2008

"In the political turmoil that devastated Latin America in the
1970s and 1980s, tens of thousands of adults were
abducted and killed by paramilitary forces, and many of
their children were 'adopted’ by wealthy adults affiliated
with the government or the military. The task of reuniting
these young victims with what remained of their families
seemed impossible. . Impossible, that is, until scientists
joined with human rights activists and developed
sophisticated genetic tests that could link the youngsters
with their surviving grandparents. . [Six] experts in science,
medicine and human rights . told their stories at an event
last week sponsored by the [AAAS]. The Washington-based
general science organization has a Science and Human
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Rights Program that has long sought to foster synergy
between the two fields. Last week it launched the latest of
those efforts: an "on-call scientists" database to facilitate
the matching of appropriately skilled scientists with human
rights organizations that could use their help." Read more.

Science and Human Rights Coalition

Launch: January 14-16, 2009

If you represent or are a member of a scientific association,
professional society, or science academy, we invite you to
join us for the launch of the Coalition on January 14-16,
2009, at AAAS Headquarters in Washington, DC.

Opening the Launch, on the evening of January 14", will be
three distinguished speakers, including Mary Robinson,
former United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and former President of Ireland, and Sidney Verba,
Chair of the Committee on Human Rights of the National
Academy of Sciences, and Research Professor of
Government at Harvard University.

The following day-and-a-half will be an opportunity to learn
about the mission and structure of the Coalition, its areas of
activity, and how scientific associations and individual
scientists can become a part of this important new
initiative. Launch participants will hear about the varied
contributions that science and scientists can make to
human rights, and will have the opportunity to equip their
scientific associations with information and tools needed for
robust engagement in human rights. View the Launch
Agenda to find out more.

Get your organization involved!

Eager to see your scientific association, society, or academy
become involved in the AAAS Science and Human Rights
Coalition? Keen to share with your colleagues and
organization information about this initiative? Available here
is a one-page description of the Coalition that you can use
as the basis for listserv announcements, newsletter articles,
and meeting presentations.

Introducing our Members:
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Science and Human Rights Coalition

Launch: January 14-16, 2009

If you represent or are a member of a scientific association,
professional society, or science academy, we invite you to
join us for the launch of the Coalition on January 14-16,
2009, at AAAS Headquarters in Washington, DC.

Opening the Launch, on the evening of January 14", will be
three distinguished speakers, including Mary Robinson,
former United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and former President of Ireland, and Sidney Verba,
Chair of the Committee on Human Rights of the National
Academy of Sciences, and Research Professor of
Government at Harvard University.

The following day-and-a-half will be an opportunity to learn
about the mission and structure of the Coalition, its areas of
activity, and how scientific associations and individual
scientists can become a part of this important new
initiative. Launch participants will hear about the varied
contributions that science and scientists can make to
human rights, and will have the opportunity to equip their
scientific associations with information and tools needed for
robust engagement in human rights. View the Launch
Agenda to find out more.

Get your organization involved!

Eager to see your scientific association, society, or academy
become involved in the AAAS Science and Human Rights
Coalition? Keen to share with your colleagues and
organization information about this initiative? Available here
is a one-page description of the Coalition that you can use
as the basis for listserv announcements, newsletter articles,
and meeting presentations.

Introducing our Members:
American Statistical Association

Founded in 1839, the American Statistical
Association (ASA) is a scientific and
educational society. With almost 18,000
members globally, hailing from government,
academia, and the private sector, ASA
members apply their expertise to diverse and
vital areas that include: research in medical
areas such as AIDS; environmental risk assessment; and
the examination of social issues such as homelessness and
poverty. One Committee supported by the ASA is the
Committee on Scientific Freedom and Human Rights which
concerns itself with violations of and threats to the scientific
freedom and human rights of statisticians and other
scientists throughout the world. The Committee also assists
scientific societies and other responsible organizations with
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